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Collaborative Connection

Federal wildland firefighters, fire support staff and
contractors work on the frontlines of the nation’s wildfire
crisis to protect life, property, and natural and cultural
resources. That’s why we celebrate National Wildland
Firefighter Day on July 2, to show how much we
appreciate and support our wildland fire workforce.
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Another successful year at the Executive
Development Conference
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The tragedy that took place in Surfside four years ago
iImpacted many throughout emergency services. In these
years that have followed, much has been done to help us

better prepare for future events.

The chaplaincy was also impacted. It became very clear
that there was work to be done to better connect and
coordinate fire chaplains across Florida.

Surfside showed the distinct nature of chaplaincy and the
need to provide spiritual support in times of crisis. For
many, great difficulty can create a crisis of faith which

challenges long held spiritual beliefs. In addition, we saw
how the practice of spiritual disciplines provided peace
and comfort.

In addition, we also observed the complementary role
chaplains play alongside mental health professionals, peer
support personnel, and K-9 peer support. Together, we
provide comfort and care for the heart, soul, mind and
strength of Florida firefighters.
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1. Discover, promote, recruit, train, and support Florida Fire
Chaplains for day-to-day operations

2. Coordinate Florida fire chaplains during large-scale, long-
duration events

Please reach out if you are a Florida fire chaplain so you can

be included in our statewide efforts. Also, let us know if you

are a fire department that desires to add a chaplain to your
overall support team.

On behalf of Florida fire chaplains, | commit to lead us to
fulfilling our part in supporting Florida firefighters.

Joe LaCognata
Statewide Chaplaincy Coordinator
Florida Firefighter Safety and Health Collaborative
jlacognata@floridafirefightersafety.org




CISM Trailning
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For more information and to register visit
www.firerescuesupport.com

Chaplain Joe LaCognata, Instructor
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As you may of heard House Bill 929 effective July1,
2025—expands the scope of Florida’s firefighter safety
law to encompass occupational diseases (including
cancer) and suicide, in addition to accidents and
fatalities. The bill mandates that the Division of the
State Fire Marshal adopt rules aimed at reducing
fatalities and injuries by requiring employers to phase in
turnout gear free of hazardous chemicals (e.g. PFAS)
when commercially available, with notification to
firefighters if current gear contains toxic substances. It
also requires employers to implement cancer
prevention education, and establish mental health best
practices; covering this includes resilience training,
stress management, peer support, and access to care.
The law encourages limiting standard firefighter
workweeks to no more than 42 hours, and directs the
department to monitor suicide risk, identify high-risk
employers, conduct safety inspections, and empower
workplace safety committees or coordinators to
evaluate suicide prevention programs. This was a big
win for our Florida Firefighters!
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Answer the call. Join your brothers and sisters
in a new effort to understand and reduce cancer.

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
responsible for conducting research and making
recommendations to reduce workplace illness

and injury. NIOSH has a long history of working
with the fire service and is committed to firefighter
health and safety through investigating line of duty
deaths, job hazards, cancer and other illnesses.

What is the NFR for Cancer?

The NFRis the largest existing effort undertaken

to understand and reduce cancer among U.S.
firefighters. In 2018, Congress passed the Firefighter
Cancer Registry Act. This Act directed NIOSH to
develop a voluntary registry of firefighters to better
understand the link between firefighting and cancer.

Why was the NFR for Cancer created?

Studies have shown that firefighters may have a
greater risk for some types of cancer due to their
exposure to smoke and hazardous chemicals on

the fireground.1, 2, 3 Many of these studies did not
include volunteer firefighters or enough women or
firefighters from some racial and ethnic groups to
make strong conclusions about their cancer risk. The
NFR will include members of these groups to better
understand the connection between firefighting
activities and cancer among all U.S. firefighters.

How do | join?

Registration will take place through a secure website
and will take about 30 minutes. When joining, you
will provide information about yourself - name,

date of birth, and some basic information about
your work exposures, health, and lifestyle.

WHO CAN REGISTER FOR THE NFR?

All U.S. firefighters, with or without
cancer, no matter their length
of service. This includes:

+ Active and retired firefighters

« Career, paid-on-call, and
volunteer firefighters

« Structural firefighters
« Wildland firefighters
« Instructors

« Fire investigators

o Other fire service members

Having all types of firefighters join
the NFR is vital to examining the
relationship between firefighting and
cancer. Participation is voluntary.
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JOIN THE NFR



https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/931/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/931/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/931/text

FIREFIGHTER LIFESTYLE & HEALTH

ACKYL

B MAGAZINE

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH

CRAKYL MAGAZINE! IF YOU HAVEN'T CHECKED IT OUT YET WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS AWESOME FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND
WELLNESS MAGAZINE THAT ALIGNS WITH OUR FFSHC MISSION CLICK ON
THE LINK.

CRACKYL MAGAZINE - FIREFIGHTER LIFESTYLE, HEALTH AND FITNESS
MAGAZINE

Unite S
Way X557

AS YOU ESTABLISH YOUR ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNITED WAY FOR
2023- WHY NOT SELECT THE FLORIDA FIREFIGHTERS SAFETY AND HEALTH
COLLABORATIVE TO BE THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR UNITED WAY
CONTRIBUTIONS?

CONTACT TINA O’'BRIEN IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED ASSISTANCE.

TOBRIEN@FLORIDAFIREFIGHTERSAFETY.ORG

Florida Firefighters

alth Collaborative



https://crackyl.com/
https://crackyl.com/
mailto:tobrien@floridafirefightersafety.org
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FL FIREFIGHTER SAFETY &
HEALTH COLLABORATIVE WEBSTORE

www.myseacoast.com

1). Locate your store by typing in the website in your browser.
www.myseacoast.com
or click anywhere on this document to be directly routed there.

2). Scroll down until you see the ‘FL Firefighter Safety' logo.
Click on the logo to ACCESS the FL Firefighter Safety store.

3). Login to your account from the top right corner of your screen.
(If you do not have an account setup you can set one up here too).

4. Start Shopping!

FOR ALL QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT US:
CUSTOMER SUCCESS MANAGER - NICOLE PAUL-HAUS
(561) 439-8005 x108 + Nicole@seacoastuniforms.com

www.SeacoastUniforms.com
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