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The Collaborative Connection = September 2024

Our FFSHC peeps making a difference not only here in Florida, but in other states as well!!

Our Health and Fitness expert, Vergara, making a difference across the country representing and working
with First Responder Center for Excellence in California and our CAP instructors Rob Neuberger and Drew
Masters took our Clinician Awareness Program to the Alabama Fire College. Strong work by all!
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https://www.facebook.com/firstrespondercenter?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXplw_gbb71FNoyB-148JuigQDH_ZNf-rQOS3sbYq6pyYYx8bOzdsrv2tb2YUkFKsIMSkOF2A7YdMdzf2h-fO50-QnbtblY76lKohQSjr_l6qdXzeRYNLZePIwglfU-TjaGcIH77W4nZOh7YgSXqN2KNEvNIsdFn2Lbd8gMG4erWmySRoWqfOy9-RKpGykwsqDO52CDSvMsj1YxotP1f4nHp8OSQLotTs3uFzBSnm7B3Q&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Joe LaCognata, Statewide Chaplaincy Coordinator

Bill Wright - Northwest Region Robert Smith - Northeast Region
Milton Smith - West Central Region Rick Spence - East Central Region
Mark Goodman - Southwest Region Ron Perkins - Southeast Region

Chaplains Now a Deployable Resource in
Statewide Emergency Response Plan (SERP)

As presented in the July 18, 2023, version of the Mental Health Resource and
Response Guide, fire chaplains are now a deployable resource under the Statewide
Emergency Response Plan (SERP). This change came about through the work of the
First Responder Mental Wellness Response Subcommittee of the Florida Joint
Council of Fire and Emergency Services as a result of the mental wellness response
to the 2021 Surfside condominium collapse and Hurricane [an in 2022.

The tragedy in Surfside was a defining moment for many throughout emergency
services. The chaplaincy was also impacted. Surfside showed the distinct nature of
the chaplaincy and the need to provide spiritual support in times of crisis. For many,
great difficulty can create a crisis of faith which challenges long held spiritual
beliefs. In addition, we saw how the practice of spiritual disciplines provided peace
and comfort.

We also observed the complementary role chaplains play alongside mental health
professionals, peer support personnel, and K-9 peer support. Together, we provide
comfort and care for the heart, soul, mind and strength of Florida firefighters.

Florida Fire Chaplains are committed to providing fire rescue personnel with
spiritual and emotional support during day-to-day operations and in times of large-
scale, long duration events such as those involving the Statewide Emergency
Response Plan. We stand ready to deploy in times of need.

Joe LaCognata
Statewide Chaplaincy Coordinator

Safety and Health Collaborative
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FLORIDA
FIRE SERVICE

SCAN THE QR CODE TO
GET ON THE MAILING LIST
FOR UP TO DATE INFO!

4loveandhonorgalaegmail.com

Firefighter Fashion Show - Silent Auction -
Cocktail Hour - Plated Dinner - Red Carpet
Photo Op - Music and Dancing
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The Florida State Fire College held a Lithium lon Symposium in Ocala on September 12 & 13™,
Subject Matter Experts from all over the country where there to share this evolving new challenge
for the Fire Service.
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https://www.facebook.com/FloridaStateFireCollege.org?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV3LMDBRQbMht19zFIdhD3MTvZQu5ylXH13fGnEcVRFtUuE49V9gRnQu4pF2MC0OVUMr08sOBsm55TiF_mlrsNdTtjjmxlpflHpT0pwlNX-eL9VqASOTCagdtr_L8fQur5dvJwqUb-4k4d5tHDOolFmLF3w8QmuwSGlijQWyOy3YU1o4eBNl94WF3CM8EPdI8I&__tn__=-%5dK-R

CISM Training

N

For more information and to register visit
www.firerescuesupport.com
Chaplain Joe LaCognata, Instructor
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BER 7-9, 2024
KISSIMMEE, FL

FOR MORE INFORMATION
http://www.ffca.org/shc
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Florida
Fire Chaplains
Conference
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Save the Date
N
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March 31-April 2, 2025

Ocala, FL
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PEER K-9s

ON DEPLOYMENT

Embassy Suites

Lake Buena Vista South, Kissimmee s
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o T h"é Florida Firefighters Health and Safety Collaborative K-9 Peer Support
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oo Inltlat/ve was started to offer First Responders a certified, organized, and
53 :structured response from a cadre of well-tra/ned K-9 Response Teams
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TOPICS INCLUDE:

+ Why use K-9s in Peer Support

7 Benefits of K-9s in Extended
Incidents

 Qualifications for Handler
and K9 to be deployed
under the SERP K9 Crisis
Component

+ Review of Previous
Deployments

www.ffca.org/shc
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FIREFIGHTER LIFESTYLE & HEALTH

MAGAZINE

We are PROUD to announce our new partnership with
CRAKYL Magazine!
If you haven’t checked it out yet... what are you waiting for!

To learn more about this awesome firefighter health and wellness
magazine that aligns with our FFSHC mission click on the link.

CRACKYL Magazine - Firefighter Lifestyle, Health and Fitness Magazine

N | As you establish your annual contributions to

REDLI N E Struggling with depression, anxiety, the United Way for 2023— Why not select the
MMM RESCUE. ~ addiction or posttraumatic stress? Florida Firefighters Safety and Health

. Collaborative to be the recipient of your United
Your Brothers and Sisters are Here to Help

Way contributions?
www.RedlineRescue.org

_ _ _ Contact Tina O’Brien if you have any questions
The Redline Rescue movement - led by first responders, for first .
responders - is dedicated to serving first responders and their or need aSSIStal’lce.
families in their times of need.

Our network is a highly connected community of first responders tObI‘iel’l@ﬂoridaﬁl‘efightersafetV.OI'g
and culturally trained clinicians, working hand-in-hand, devoted to
the needs of those serving behind the badge. And our community is
here to help - at no cost and with complete confidentiality.

Right now, you can log on to RedlineRescue.org from your phone or
laptop and connect immediately with an army of trained first
responder peer support team members and a host of professional
mental health clinicians trained in first responder culture.

We know what you've gone through and what you've seen.
We are here and ready to help.
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https://crackyl.com/
mailto:tobrien@floridafirefightersafety.org

CORALSPRINGS
PARKLAND

PASTA DINNER

Saturday, October 19 « $8
5to 9 p.m. * Fire Station 80

Dinner includes:

Donations can be made payable to:
Coral Springs Professional Firefighters Benevolent Association

Proceeds benefit the University of Miami
Sylvester Firefighters Cancer Initiative
along with the Coral Springs Professional Firefighters Benevolent Fund
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