
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FFSHC wants to recognize all women in the fire service today in honor of International Women’s day but give special 
recognition to the 1st woman firefighter, Molly Williams 

 

 

The first known woman to join a firefighting 

brigade may not have done so by choice. 

Molly Williams was a slave owned by a merchant 

who served with the Oceanus Engine Company 

#11 in New York City. Molly, called Volunteer 11, 

was said to be “as good a fire laddie as many of 

the boys.” She is especially remembered for her 

work during a blizzard in 1818, when many of the 

men were ill from an influenza outbreak and 

unable to help.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Why Your Department Needs a Chaplain 
 
As far back as the 4th century, as the story goes (see reference below), chaplains have been committed 
to caring for others. And while a variety of institutions and agencies have chaplains, there is no better 
place for a chaplain to serve than in the fire service. 
 
I have found three simple words that effectively communicate the scope of the work of the fire chaplain. 
These words are before, during and after. 
 
Before: The chaplaincy is all about relationships and before the call is when the chaplain invests in fire 
rescue personnel. Weddings, training events, community gatherings, and other non-critical times give 
us the opportunity to get to know crews a little better. It is through the time spent investing in fire 
rescue personnel before the call that chaplains earn the right to be there when they are in the midst of a 
difficult situation either professionally or personally. 
 
During: During the call is a critical time for fire rescue personnel and chaplains are on the frontline 
supporting first responders in the field. During the call, chaplains are there providing physical and 
emotional refreshment to fire crews. Day or night, we provide a listening ear and a cold bottle of water. 
By being on scene, chaplains are able to provide a calm, peaceful presence in the midst of crisis. The 
presence of a chaplain during the call brings God just a little bit closer. 
 
After: After the call is when chaplains provide ongoing care and assistance to fire rescue personnel. 
Depending on the severity of the call, first responders may need to process what they have experienced. 
But even less significant incidents create difficulties and stress over time. And because of the time 
chaplains invest before and during the call, we have the great privilege of being close to fire rescue 
personnel after the call. 
 
If you have questions about the chaplaincy, would like to network your chaplain, or would like to start a 
chaplain program in your department contact me at joe@firerescuesupport.com or visit 
www.firerescuesupport.com. 
 
https://www.ahu.edu/blog/infographic/history-of-chaplaincy 

  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Meet Renee Beasley and Ash 

FFSHC highlights our K-9 Crisis Response Teams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renee Beasley, 19-year veteran of the Apopka Fire Department, serving as a Lt/Paramedic. For 
the past 4 years she has  served on the Apopka Fire Departments Peer Support team with her K9 

Ash! Recently both joined the State of Florida’s K9 Crisis Response Team. 
 

Off duty, Renee's passion for aiding others doesn't stop. Nestled on a picturesque farm in 
Apopka, she provides solace through animal companionship to first responders and their 

families, children and adults with special needs, and teens. With over 40 animals, including 
horses, donkeys, pigs, rabbits, goats, and a menagerie of other furry and feathered friends. Most 

of these animals are rescues or have been re-homed to them to live out the rest of their lives. 
 

When she's not tending to the farm, Renee finds solace in the saddle, enjoying the thrill of 
mounted archery and tranquil trail rides. Alongside her supportive husband, she explores the 

great outdoors through backpacking adventures, camping, and hiking, creating cherished 
memories with their two wonderful children, Sophia and Ethan. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are PROUD to announce our new partnership with  
CRAKYL Magazine! 

If you haven’t checked it out yet… what are you waiting for! 
 

To learn more about this awesome firefighter health and wellness 
magazine that aligns with our FFSHC mission click on the link. 

 
CRACKYL Magazine - Firefighter Lifestyle, Health and Fitness Magazine 

 

As you establish your annual contributions to the 
United Way for 2023– why not select the Florida 
Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative to 
be the recipient of your United Way 
contributions? 

Contact Tina O’Brien if you have any questions 
or need assistance. 

tobrien@floridafirefightersafety.org 
 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85938923421?pwd=NXZMWXR3UGd6NHM4N2J0bkU1U3B5QT09
https://crackyl.com/
mailto:tobrien@floridafirefightersafety.org


 

 

 


