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WEST CENTRAL REGION  
 
Thanks to the leadership of Clearwater Fire Department, Fire Chief Elhers and 
Chief John Klinefelter we have now branched out in excellent fashion to the 
western central region of Florida. 
 
With 60 in attendance representing over 20 fire departments from this region 
and beyond - What a launch: Partnering with us in presentation was State Fire 
Marshall Director Julius Halas, Dr Alberto Caban-Martinez & Dr Natasha 
Schaefer Sollefrom Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center (bringing the latest 
science and updated study information), Lt Bert Vergara (overview of our FFSHC 
Fitness Initiatives), Captain Christopher Bator (FFSHC and Mental Wellness 
overview), Lt Jacob Lee of the Firefighter Cancer Support Network, Florida 
Chapter & Samuel A. Eaton from our FFSHC Cancer Prevention Team 
(presenting on the HOW / WHY and Culture Change issues of FF cancer 
Prevention) with a hands on field demo showing the steps of Post Fire On Scene 
Decon. What we refer to as ”Firefighter Cancer Prevention 101”. 
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TEAM HURRICANES 
 
Launched in 2010 as the signature initiative of the Miami Dolphins Foundation, 
the DCC is a way all of us can be cancer fighters! 100% of participant-raised funds 
goes to innovative cancer research at Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center. 
DCC participants have raised over 27.5 million dollars! 
 
Participants can ride, walk, run or volunteer to get us one step closer to finding a 
cure for a disease that has affected us all! 
 
We are all #CancerFighters! 
 
CLICK	HERE	TO	DONATE	TO	THE	FIREFIGHTER	CANCER	INITIATIVE	TEAM! 
	 
CLICK	HERE	TO	REGISTER	ON	TEAM	FIREFIGHTER	CANCER	INITIATIVE! 
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LAVENDAR REPORT 
 
This report provides 11 actions that can be taken to 
mitigate the risk of cancer for firefighters. 
 
Read the report: 
https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-
source/1vcos/vcoslavendarribbonreport.pdf?sfvrsn
=13f88b0d_8 
 

 
 
 
 
	
	

 
11Th ANNAL BUTCH SMITH POKER CLASSIC 
 
A total of 387 players committed to winning and $40,000 to our charities! 
That's the second largest attendance to date. FFSHC was proud to be named as 
one of the charities to receive funds- $11, 321.00 Butch Smith would be proud 
to see this money continue to provide assistance in firefighter cancer 
prevention. 
 
 
	
	
	
	

 
PARTNERSHIP WITH UCF RESTORES 
 
FFSHC is happy to partner with UCF in mental 
wellness and expanding the Redline Rescue profile. 
The mental health and wellness partnership between 
the two entities marks a leap forward in offering the 
most effective evidence based treatment to fire fighters 
across the state as it opens doors for the FFSHC to the 
years of experience, research and data on peer support 
training programs that UCF RESTORES has compiled. 
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MIAMI DADE DECON VIDEO 
 
Congratulations to Miami Dade Fire 
Rescue who have developed an excellent 
video for on scene gross decon which has 
also been posted on our website. 
 
https://youtu.be/i_Sg5ZM7rII 

 
 
	
	
	
	

 
NORTHWEST REGION MEETING 
 
Great Meeting in the FFSHC Northwest Region discussing Mental Wellness. BIG 
thank you to all the First Responders and agencies in attendance SHARING and 
working together for Firefighter Safety and Health. Thank you Ten-8 Fire Equipment, 
Inc. for sponsoring lunch today and your sustaining support for Florida's Firefighters 
and the FFSHC. 
 
 
	
	
	
	

 
SUBMIT ARTICLES TO FFSHC 
 
Have something you want to share (SOG, news, projects, etc) for the newsletter 
or o the website resources? 
 
Send them to 
 vsheppard@floridafirefightersafety.org 
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ST PETERSBURG FIRE RESCUE - NEW PROCEDURES 
 
St. Petersburg Fire Rescue has committed resources to elevate the protection 
of their firefighters at the fire scene. For two years the department’s Safety and 
Training Division has been researching health and wellness issues as the 
industry continues to publish studies about fireground contaminants. It has 
focused its first efforts on upgrading fireground protocols and turnout gear, 
specifically related to hoods. 
 
We applaud their recent training that included set-up and performing the post 
fire on-scene decontamination, as well as information regarding their new 
particulate food exchange program.  Congratulations to St Petersburg Fire 
Rescue for rolling out these carcinogen reduction programs to better protect 
their most precious resource, PEOPLE! 
 
Their procedures can be found on our website: 

https://www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 
	
	

	
CHARLOTTE COUNTY –  
GROSS DECON SOG/VIDEO 
 
Thanks to Charlotte County for sharing their 
SOG and training video on Post Fire Decon. 
Both are also posted our our FFSHC website. 
 
Video: https://youtu.be/i8Dqag025W0	
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @floridafirefightetsafety  
 
Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety 
 
Visit our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 
	
	
	
	
	

 
CFO AND STATE FIRE MARSHAL JIMMY PATRONIS: 
FIGHTING FOR FLORIDA’S FIREFIGHTERS 
 
CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis  joined Senator Anitere Flores  for 
a press conference to highlight the need for cancer coverage for Florida’s 
firefighters. 
 
CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis said, "We’ve got to step up for 
Florida’s heroes—our firefighters. These brave men and women face cancer 
at alarming rates and they need the resources necessary to fight this deadly 
disease. My own wife has battled cancer, so I know firsthand what a family 
deals with during diagnosis and treatment. That’s why I have made it a top 
priority as State Fire Marshal to advocate for cancer coverage for firefighters, 
and I thank Sen. Flores for her hard work on this important legislation.”  
 
Senator Anitere Flores said, "Florida’s firefighters are hometown heroes for 
our communities, and as they answer their call of duty they need to know that 
the State of Florida takes their health into account. SB 426, the Firefighter 
Cancer Coverage bill, has passed unanimously in two committees and I look 
forward to it becoming law and aiding firefighters and their families in their 
hour of need." 
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FIREFIGHTER STATEWIDE CANCER PREVENTION VIDEO 
 
Thanks to all the Departments that came to Fire College in Ocala to participate in 
the development of aa statewide Firefighter Cancer Prevention video. This video 
will be produced by the Slyvester	Comprehensive Cancer Center as part of their 
Firefighter Cancer Initiative project to educate Florida’s Firefighters on 
occupational risk and risk reduction strategies. 
 
	
	
	
	
	

	
STATEWIDE CURRICULUM 
DEVELOPMENT 
 
It was great to see the major stakeholders 
attend a workshop at the Fire College to 
review the statewide curriculum for 
Firefighter Cancer Prevention and 
Mental Wellness.  
 
Thanks to college staff, Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, 
Firefighter Cancer Support Network, 
Florida Firefighters Safety & Health 
Collaboration and UCF Restores for their 
insight and guidance.  
Re 
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



	 8	

	
SOUTHEAST REGION MEETING – RESPONDER SAFETY 
 
A BIG thank you to Fire Chief Dave Downey, Chief Nicolas Morgado, Chief Humberto 
Quintela and Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Dept for hosting the FFSHC Southeast 
Regional meeting and welcoming Fire Depts from Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, 
Martin County and the Florida Keys to discuss this important topic on Responder 
Safety and Traffic Incident Management. 
The facts are that 25% of Firefighter LODD occur while responding to and while on 
incidents on our roadways. 
 
A presentation & discussion led by Florida Department of 
Transportation representative Sheryl Bradley shared a powerful perspective on recent 
tragic events and near misses that have occurred this year HERE in Florida and how 
we the Fire Service need to continue to be situationally aware, the importance of TIM 
training , blocking positions and looking at best practices currently occurring within 
our state and around the country. 
 
Thanks to all that attended and special thanks to Advanced Cardiovascular 
Diagnostics for sponsoring a great lunch for attendees. 
	
	
	
	
	

 
2019 SAFETY STAND DOWN 
 
This year’s theme is “Reduce Your Exposure: It’s Everybody’s 
Responsibility” campaign will take place June 16-22, focusing on 
increasing understanding of occupational cancer risks and 
implementing recommendations in the Lavender Ribbon Report: 
Best Practices for Preventing Firefighter Cancer, developed by 
the IAFC Volunteer and Combination Officers Section and the 
National Volunteer Fire Council. 
 
Our collaborative will be leading a regional approach and this 
year it will be on Broward County and Coral Springs will be the 
host.  Please save the dates June 18,19,20 
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2019 STATE OF THE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCED 
  
The 2019 State of the Science Symposium on Firefighter Cancer!   
  
We are excited to discuss many more topics on firefighter and cancer at the upcoming 
2019 State of the Science Symposium of Firefighter Cancer!  Please be sure to SAVE 
the Date, June 10 and June 11, 2019 to meet here at the University of Miami. 
Additional information about Symposium registration, hotel accommodation, travel, 
sponsorship, and our scientific call for abstracts. 
 
2019 State Of The Science Symposium On Firefighter Cancer 
 
When:  Monday June 10, 2019 through Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
Time:  8:00am to 5:00pm on June 10 and 8:00am to 1:00pm Tuesday June 11 
Location:  University of Miami Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center and the 
Donna Shalala Center Complex located at 1330 Miller Dr, Miami, FL 33146 
 
Register: https://www.2019firefightercancersymposium.com/register 
 
	
	
	
	
	

FIREFIGHTER CANCER INITIATIVE (FCI) TEAM 
 
We are extraordinarily grateful for your ongoing support in our work to address cancer 
in the fire service over the past four project years. This month, we are pleased to re-
launch the initiative’s newsletter and share highlights from the 2018-2019 project year as 
well as exciting new developments in our work towards expanding access to care and 
addressing scientific gaps in knowledge.  
 
2018 – 2019 OUTREACH  

• Provided education to approximately 1,120 firefighters. 
• Completed outreach in Orange, Manatee, Collier, Lee, and Pinellas counties 
• Presented FCI work at key fire service events in Ohio, Louisiana, and Texas. 

INITIATIVE MILESTONES 
• 450 retired firefighters have completed the Advancing Epidemiology of Retired 

Firefighters Aging Longitudinally (AERIAL) survey 
• 3,680 firefighters have completed the Annual Cancer Survey 
• 80 firefighters have enrolled in the Tumor Bank, 50 of which have completed the 

study and deposited their tissue sample. 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS 

• Opening of the Cancer Prevention and Wellness Clinic 
• Planning the 2019 State of the Science National Firefighter Cancer Symposium 

We have included additional updates below and are looking forward to providing 
quarterly updates in the future where we celebrate the incredible work accomplished by 
our investigators and firefighter colleagues.  
 
As always, thank you for your ongoing commitment to serving others and each other. 
 
The Firefighter Cancer Initiative Team 
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