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NATIONAL STATE OF THE SCIENCE CANCER SYMPOSIUM

A huge thank you to Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center and specifically Dr
Erin Kobetz, Dr Alberto Cabana-Martinez, and Dr Natasha Solle for coordinating
and delivering a truly outstanding conference featuring leading experts in fire
service cancer research and best practices. It was amazing to see 325 attendees
from around the world come together to gain insight on this very important topic.
The two-day event allowed everyone to engage in conversation, network, and gain
critical information to implement prevention in our own agencies.

We are proud to have a big group of State F.A.C.E. Team members and specifically
our out-of-state members who attended the conference — what a great showing!
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SAFETY STAND DOWN

This year’'s theme was REDUCE YOUR EXPOSURE: IT'S EVERYONE'S
RESPONSIBILITY. This event helped educate firefighters in health & safety, fitness,
mental wellness and firefighter cancer prevention. Many FFSHC Regions assisting in
providing free training for firefighters throughout the state. The Southeast Region
(pictured) hosted a 3 day training event at Coral Springs/Parkland Fire Rescue with a
total attendance of approximately 300 people over three days. Special thanks to our
host department - Coral Springs/Parkland Fire Rescue and all our great vendors!

Lots of great information - REDUCE YOUR EXPOSURE: IT'S EVERYONE’S
RESPONSIBILITY
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CANCER PREVENTION AND WELLNESS CLINICS

Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center had their grand opening for three clinics to
provide high-quality patient-centric care to active and retired firefighters.
Individualized appointments will focus on prevention and early detection of cancer.
Screenings will include but are not limited to: breast, cervical, colorectal, esophageal,

lung, prostate, thyroid and skin cancers.

Offices are in Plantation, Coral Gables and Miami
To schedule an appointment, call 305-243-FIRE
Slyvester.org/Firefighters
Cancerprevention@miami.edu
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CENTRAL WEST FFSHC REGIONAL MEETING

Join us at Lakeland Fire (215 S. Lake Avenue, Lakeland 33801) for the next
regional meeting on June 27t from 0900-1400.. The presentation will feature:
Ed Maerkl, Orlando Fire Department - Peer Support

Deborah Beidel, Kim Neisler — UCF Restores

TO REGISTER: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/ffshc-central-west-region-
meeting-tickets-61112614475
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FLORIDA AUTHORIZES ARMED PARAMEDICS

Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bill Friday championed by Broward law enforcement
agencies that authorizes trained paramedics and physicians attached to a SWAT
team to carry a firearm during high-risk operations. Medics would be armed only
during high-risk operations for defensive purposes only, law enforcement groups
said.

The bill expressly authorizes agencies to have armed medics for hostage incidents,
narcotics raids, hazardous surveillance, sniper incidents, armed suicidal persons,
barricaded suspects, high-risk felony warrant service, fugitives refusing to
surrender, and active shooter incidents.

The bill takes effect July 1.

GROUPME APP

The State and Regions within will be using Groupme to communicate on matters
of peer support. We have drafted guidelines for these communications and believe
that they will go a long way to assist us in providing departments in need with the
resources they require. If you are a Peer Team leader, please email

tobrien@lakemaryfl.com and include

Name, Department, Phone number, Region you represent

If you have any questions about how this communication will operate, please
contact Jeff Orrange, FFSHC State Peer Support Coordinator
jorrange@floridafirefightersafety.org.
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PBCFR RECEIVES GRANT
FOR OV MONITORS

Congratulations to Palm Beach County
Fire Rescue who recently received over
100 new OV (Organic Vapors) Monitors
funded through a grant that will be
placed on every Rescue and every Engine
throughout their department.

The goal is to further equip their crews
to recognize when certain VOC’s are
present on scene so they can better
perform their duties while protecting
themselves against harmful carcinogens.

SOCIAL MEDIA K r@)

Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @floridafirefightetsafety

Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety w

Visit our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

SAFETY AND HEALTH
COLLABORATIVE

The Florida Firefighter Safety and Health Collaborative is built on the strong foundation
of FREE information and sharing resources without agenda and strengthened by the rule
of reciprocity.

All of the information uploaded to the site is done so under the belief in value that it will
be shared with others at NO COST.

It has come to our attention that some of the materials on our site has been cut and
pasted and retiled as original works and sold for Profit.

The content on the website has been contributed by selfless 1st responders and
supporters in the industry and should not be used as fillers in varying guides and books
coined as original content. It goes completely against the common thread that binds us
together which is honesty, Integrity, and a protective focus which makes the
collaborative effort.

With the recent PTSD & CANCER Bill our State Leadership and our team has been
flooded with those who are marketing themselves as experts.

In several cases they have marketed themselves as current or former leadership of the
FFSHC.

As our legal team evaluates these concerns we ask that our partners and Florida’s Fire
Service do their due diligence and research with those who choose to make a profit on
information that is freely given away.

We also refer you to our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org to contact our team
if you have any questions or concerns.

Remember the power of this team state and nationwide is only possible when we are
kind, when we are honest, and truly protective of one another without agendas

Thank You
FFSHC TEAM
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PPE CLEANING & GEAR — ORANGE COUNTY - KISSIMMEE

Pictured is Kissimmee Fire Department visiting Orange County Fire Rescue
Department. Kissimmee arranged to tour Orange County’s PPE Service. Kissimmee
FD has a comprehensive PPE Cleaning program of their own. As collaborative
members both agencies have joint agreements to share industry standards. OCFRD
PPE Services is a state of the art facility consisting of:

5- Extractors

4- Tumble Dryers

3- Drying Cabinets

Lieutenant Anthony LaPorto who oversees Orange County Logistics & Infrastructure
Support facility says, “their facility has professionally cleaned up to 30 sets of PPE in
one day”. And is capable of cleaning between 18 to 25 sets of PPE on average daily.
Also, Pictures is the sewing repair system which is used to inspect moister protection
and Hydrostatic Testers used for protective barrier inspection. OCFRD utilizes the
experience of certified technicians that meet NFPA 1851 Standard.

POST FIRE DECON —
STATEWIDE PROGRESS

In honor of Safety Stand Down, another
department Kissimmee Fire Department
rolled out its Post Fire Decon initiative this
month. Members learned about cancer in
the fire service and best practice prevention
methods to reduce exposure.
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SHOP AT AMAZON & DONATE TO OUR FFSHC

FFSHC participates in AmazonSmile which allows you to choose a non-profit charity
when placing an order through the special website https://smile.amazon.com
For every order you place, we receive 0.5% of the purchase price. To begin, visit
https://smile.amazon.com and we would be pleased if you'd make “Florida
Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative” your chosen charity.

UNITED WAY

As you establish your contributions to
the United Way for 2019 — why not
select the Florida Firefighters Safety and
Health Collaborative to get your United
Way contributions?

Contact Vicki Sheppard if you have any
questions or need assistance.

vsheppard @floridafirefighhtersafety.org
PEER SUPPORT MEET & GREET

Florida Firefighter Safety & Health Collaborative in conjunction with Central Florida
Regional Fire-Rescue Behavioral Health Collaborative has arranged a Meet and Greet
with Behavioral Health Specialists on July 8t at 1pm in Orlando.

All members of the Central Florida Fire Chiefs Association or their designee are
encouraged to attend this special networking event. This invitation is extended to
clinicians that attended the training provided by the Florida Firefighter Safety & Health
Collaborative. This event is designed as opportunity for fire department representatives
to meet with practicing counselors, clinicians, psychologists, psychiatrist or psychology
students that may have attended our fire department clinician awareness training
course.

It is the goal of the organizers to offer attendees an opportunity to network and establish
a means of communication between mental health providers and public safety agencies.
As well as assist any clinician interested in being a Red Line Rescue Provider.

To register visit the link below:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-firefighter-safety-health-collaborative-in-

conjunction-with-central-florida-regional-fire-tickets-63578673524

Central Florida Regional Fire-Rescue Behavioral Health Collaborative consists of all the
Central Florida Fire Departments in Central Florida. Our team is comprised of qualified
peer support, UCF REACT and CISM trained members. We follow the guidance of the
Central Florida Fire Chiefs Association in effort to assist our first responders. Contact:
Lieutenant Jeff Orrange Jorrange@floridafirefightersafety.org or call (407) 902-5544.
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911 DISPATCHERS CLASSIFY AS FIRST RESONDERS

They may not be on the front lines, but emergency dispatchers still grapple
with the emotional impacts of dealing with crises. That's one reason why
Texas will soon classify 911 dispatchers and other public safety
telecommunications professionals as first responders The new classification
will also include 911 dispatchers ina handful of existing Texas statutes,
including one that provides first responders with training to deal with people
who have traumatic brain injuries and another that protects them from being
liable for civil damages when they help in an emergency.

CENTRAL WEST FFSHC MEETING

The Central-West Region of the Florida Firefighters Safety and Health
Collaborative held their quarterly meeting on June 27t. The meeting was
hosted by the Lakeland Fire Department and Chief Riley. Assistant Chief Rick
Hartzog coordinated the logistics of the event. The meeting was focused on
mental health and included Ed Maerkl from Orlando Fire Department speaking
on Peer Support teams, Dr. Deborah Beidel and Kim Neisler from UCF
Restores, and personal testimonials from Pat Scanlon and John Almskog about
the help they received from UCF Restores.

There were over 60 people in attendance from 25 fire departments, the State
Fire Marshal’s office, the Florida State Firefighters Association, mental health
clinicians and Human Resource personnel. The lunch was sponsored by IAFF
Local 4173, 10-8 and MSA and was a great networking opportunity.
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MIAMI DADE TRAINING

Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Training and Safety Symposium concluded and was a
huge success with over 30 classes offered in a 4 day period.

Study #: 20180723 Effective Date: 6/24/2019
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We need your help!

If YOU:
Are an active or retired firefighter and
A cancer Survivor
OR
Family member of a firefighter who lost their
battle to cancer

And willing to give one hour of your time to
help your firefighter community.

Please join us for a focus group to discuss
how cancer has impacted your life and
career as a firefighter.

To sign up or learn more, please contact Cynthia Beaver at:
Email: ccb122emed.miami.edu | Phone: 305-243-9538
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