
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“International study finds that occupational exposure as a firefighter causes 
cancer” 

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), the cancer agency of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), recently published a summary of its assessment on the carcinogenicity of occupational exposure as a 
firefighter in the journal The Lancet Oncology. 

The IARC assessment concludes that occupational exposure as a firefighter causes cancer. 

While various studies have already shown that firefighters have a higher incidence of certain cancers than the 
general population, this study is notable for several reasons. 

• Because this study uses occupational epidemiology(the study of the health of populations of workers) 
as a method and it successfully links cancer risk to the occupation of firefighting itself, its findings have 
many implications for safety policies in the firefighting profession. The evaluations made by the IARC 
Monographs are often used as a basis for national and international policies, guidelines, and 
recommendations to minimize cancer risks. 

• The study is very large in scope, covering firefighter populations in multiple countries, including the 
United States, Australia, Norway, and others. The study integrated findings from 52 cohort and case-
control studies, 12 case reports, and seven meta-analyses. 

• This study is a re-evaluation of the cancer hazards associated with firefighting conducted by IARC in 
2007. The 2007 study classified the occupation of firefighting in Group 2B,possibly carcinogenic to 
humans. This 2023 study reclassifies firefighting as Group 1, carcinogenic to humans. This is the 
highest hazard category in the IARC Monographs classification system.  

• The studys Group 1 classification of the firefighting occupation applies to men and women, career and 
volunteer personnel, and both structural and wildland firefighting occupations around the world. 

To learn more about this study, see the information on the IARC website, including a Q&A, press release, and 
infographic summarizing the study findings. You can access the summary of the study on The Lancet Oncology 
website by creating a free account. The full, detailed assessment is forthcoming in 2023, and will be published 
as IARC Monographs Vol. 132: Occupational Exposure as a Firefighter. 

(source IARC) 
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AMAZON SMILES DONATES TO FFSHC 
 
Remember when you are doing your shopping that when you shop at AmazonSmile 
they will donate a portion of your purchases directly to Florida Firefighters Safety 
and health Collaborative. Please select our Collaborative from the Charity Lists in 
the Amazon Shopping app on your mobile phones. You can also continue to shop your 
lists at smile.amazon.com   on desktop or mobile web browsers. 
 

 
 

Thanks to the Rotorheads Band, who played at Brew House in Lake Park and donated their 

$825 proceeds to the Florida Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative. The idea to help 

firefighter cancer came from the pianist, John Bartlett, retired Lt with Palm Beach County Fire 

Rescue. It was a great event and a big turnout to see the Rotorheads and support the Firefighter 

Cancer Initiative. 

 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

https://miami.zoom.us/j/98683310194?pwd=bzVUTlJFYitNakZDZGtINzdpck1Pdz09&from=addon#success


 

 

 
FACE Team virtual meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family FACE virtual meeting  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85938923421?pwd=NXZMWXR3UGd6NHM4N2J0bkU1U3B5QT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85938923421?pwd=NXZMWXR3UGd6NHM4N2J0bkU1U3B5QT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82024074909?pwd=dXdEbkJJSm83UllyMksrN3RzQU01Zz09


 

 

 

For more information, registration and lodging click here: 

2022 Florida Behavioral Health Conference 

https://floridabha.org/florida-behavioral-health-conference-2022/


 

 

 

FFSHC LOGO APPAREL ONLINE 
 
New FFSHC logo apparel is available on our website – everything from T shirts, women’s tanks, 
hats, polos and oxford shirts. Check us out and help support our mission. 
 

www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 

 

As you establish your annual contributions to the United Way for 2021– why not select the 
Florida Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative to be the recipient of your United Way 
contributions? 

Contact Gina Hudson if you have any questions or need assistance. 

ghudson@floridafirefightersafety.org 
 

 

http://www.floridafirefightersafety.org/
mailto:ghudson@floridafirefightersafety.org


 

 

 


