FLORIDA FIREFIGHTERS
SAFETY AND HEALTH
COLLABORATIVE

The Collaborative Connection - February 2019

WORLD CANCER DAY

Thanks to Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center for providing shirts to
educate on the Firefighter Cancer Initiative to End Cancer in Firefighters.

Firefighters across the state supported this effort and posted pictures to social
media.
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SAFETY ALERT ISSUED DUE TO NUMEROUS INCIDENTS
OF PERSONNEL BEING STRUCK ON SCENES

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), through their Safety, Health
and Survival Section and in cooperation with the Emergency Responder Safety
Institute, are urging all fire chiefs and officers to immediately issue a safety and
survival alert in their departments-and immediately share the information in the
below link.

During an emergency safety and survival alert, personnel are urged to postpone
non-emergency tasks to focus on critical safety and survival training. During this
alert, we will remember the many brothers and sisters whose lives have been lost
working on our roadways due to multiple incidents of personnel and apparatus
being struck. Firefighters & EMS personnel being struck on our roadways has
become an almost daily occurrence.

https://www.iafc.org/blogs/blog/iafc/2019/02/01/iafc-fire-and-ems-national-
emergency-safety-and-survival-alert?fbclid=IwAR3mdhV Yo-tYDSJIvi4Qu-

hpzg yQ70CvzmH378-ESIxWVobICoOMPV_Etl

SOUTHEAST REGION MEETING

Join us on March 27th hosted by Miami Dade Fire Rescue to discuss this
very important topic on Traffic Incident Management. Be sure to register on
the link provided.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-firefighters-safety-health-
collaborative-south-east-region-tickets-55663525102
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11Th ANNAL BUTCH SMITH POKER CLASSIC

A total of 387 players committed to winning and $40,000 to our charities!
That's the second largest attendance to date. It was standing room only and a
great event benefiting four charities:

* Florida Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative

* Firefighter Cancer Support Network

* Rooney’s Foundation

*  Quantum House

x@z 11" Annual BUTCH SMITH
P& POKER CLASSIC

OBESITY-LINKED CANCERS ON THE RISE

New research finds cancer rates are rising in young people where obesity was a
risk factor. When baby boomers were younger, their risk for some of these
cancers was half the rate millennial’s face today. According to the study,
the cancer incidence increases were particularly severe in six of the
12 obesity-related cancers. These include cancers of the colon, uterine,
gallbladder, kidney and pancreas, and multiple myeloma -- a bone
marrow cancer.

CARDIAC ENLARGEMENT IN U.S.
FIREFIGHTERS

New research links enlarged heart to sudden
CARDIAC ENLARGEMENT IN cardiac events among firefighters. As a firefighter,
U.S. FIREFIGHTERS your cardiac risks are elevated significantly.

Findings and Ry from Non-h
Identification of Left Ventricular Hypertropiy!
Cardiomegaly in Firefighters

https://www.everyonegoeshome.com/201
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21d Ainnual Firefighter “Sound-0ff

When: Saturday, May 4", 2019, 8:30 AM - 4:30PM
Where: Moosehaven, 1701 Park Ave, Orange Park, FL 32073

This unique event brings together the public and Firefighters to say thank you to
our fire service heroes while also giving the public a chance to experience what
firefighters go through on a daily basis. The 2nd Annual Soundoff & RIT
Competition is a fundraiser for Hoods for Heroes. Our mission is to reduce the
excessively high numbers of cancer in fire service by donating one chemical
blocking hood to every firefighter in the country. Your participation is greatly
appreciated.

Jeff@hoodsforheroes.org
www.HoodsforHeroes.org

CANCER LEGISLATION

A Senate bill seeking to provide firefighters battling cancer with an opt-in
supplemental plan to help pay insurance deductibles marks the fourth year in a
row a proposed firefighter benefit bill has been introduced. But the fourth time,
proponents hope, could be the charm because this year’s legislative iteration,
Senate Bill 426, is sponsored by influential Sen. Anitere Flores, R-Miami, and
comes with support from heavy-hitters including Gov Ron DeSantis ad state Chief
Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis, who cites its adoption as his top legislative
priority. Pre-filed Jan 22 Sen. Victor M. Torres Jr. D-Kissimmee, listed a co-
sponsor, SB 426 requires employers to grant insurance, disability and death
benefits to a firefighter “upon receiving a diagnosis of cancer if certain conditions
are met.”

HISTORIC CONTRACT

Local 2928 and Palm Beach County Fire Rescue took a big step forward in their
newly ratified labor contract by supporting high risk employees with On-the-Job
Disability benefits for 11 cancers (Bladder, Brain, Breast, Malignant Melanoma,
Mesothelioma, Multiple Myeloma, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, Prostate,
Colorectal, Testicular and Thyroid Cancer.

https://www.wptv.com/news/region-c-palm-beach-county/west-palm-
beach /help-for-firefighters-with-work-related-cancer
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ORANGE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE

Improving firefighter safety, reducing cancer. New protective hoods are 99.9%
effective at preventing carcinogens and toxins from being absorbed into the
face, head and neck, thus reducing risk. OCFR crews are receiving them this

week.

ORANGE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE - THERAPY DOG

This past month Orange County Fire Rescue began using its very own therapy
dog to stimulate positive mental health in the department. Cooper, is a 9 year
old Golden Lab and her hander, Amy Morton who worked for OCFR for 24
years, knows she is giving back to the department and supporting her fellow
firefighters.
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CLEANED AND BAGGED

Indian River County Fire Department
has implemented gross decon, bagging
gear to prevent off gassing. Keeping
firefighters safe!

2019 STATE OF THE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCED

The 2019 State of the Science Symposium on Firefighter Cancer! Did
you know field decontamination using water, dish soap, and scrubbing can
reduce contamination levels on turnout gear by a median of 85%? A recent study
by Dr. Kenneth Fent and colleagues in the Journal of Occupational and
Environmental Hygiene, the research team documented the percent change in
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) levels before and after decontamination
and found that a combination of water and soap was effective in lowering PAH
contamination. Source Article:

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15459624.2017.1334904

We are excited to discuss this and many more topics on firefighter and cancer at
the upcoming 2019 State of the Science Symposium of Firefighter Cancer! Please
be sure to SAVE the Date, June 10 and June 11, 2019 to meet here at the
University of Miami. Additional information about Symposium registration,
hotel accommodation, travel, sponsorship, and our scientific call for abstracts.

2019 State Of The Science Symposium On Firefighter Cancer

When: Monday June 10, 2019 through Tuesday, June 11, 2019

Time: 8:00am to 5:00pm on June 10 and 8:00am to 1:00pm Tuesday June 11
Location: University of Miami Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center and the
Donna Shalala Center Complex located at 1330 Miller Dr, Miami, FL 33146
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SOUTHWEST REGION WELCOMES BULL

The Southwest Region welcomed Bull for two legs of My Brothers Burden
Walk, kicking off at the North Collier Fire Department on February 24th,
through Bonita Springs, Estero, and South Trail over two days.

OHIO F.A.C.E. Team

Congratulations to Chief Hardwick and Glendale Ohio Fire Department for
starting their own F.A.C.E. (Firefighters Attacking the Cancer Epidemic) Team.
The have developed their vision and mission statements along with their
priorities to reduce firefighter carcinogen exposures. More departments are
realizing the value of employee participation to develop solutions to combat
this issue.

SOUTHEAST REGION MEETING

Hosted at Miami Dade Fire Rescue - 25% of Firefighter LODD are from
responding to and while at incidents on our roadways. This year already there

have been several high-profile accidents involving Fire and rescue apparatus.

Join us on March 27thto discuss this very important topic on Traffic

Incident Management. Be sure to register on the link provided.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-firefighters-safety-health-collaborative-

south-east-region-tickets-55663525102
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Osceola County Fire Rescue Peer Fitness Trainers hosted their first Wellness/
Fitness demo during an open house. The program was well received and
provided lots of new information.

DECON CHALLENGES

Congratulaions to Sylyvester Comprehensive Cancer Caenter for their
continued work in communication interventions to assist in decon compliance.
This work has now been published by the U.S. Fire Administration.

Read the article:
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/current events/022619.html

*3,' U.S. Fire Administration

Working for a fire-safe America

Firefighter decon challenges? Try a communication intervention.
Current Issues and Events | Feb. 26, 2019

NORTHWEST REGION

The Northwest Region is meeting March 12 to discuss the formation of peer
support and best practices. Stay tuned for more information.
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SUBMIT ARTICLES TO FFSHC

Have something you want to share (SOG, news, projects, etc) for the newsletter
or o the website resources?

Send them to
vsheppard @floridafirefightersafety.org

SOCIAL MEDIA n '@'

Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @tloriaanrengntetsatety

Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety

Visit our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org ggzﬂ-
=]

PEER SUPPORT TRAINING

North Collier Fire & Rescue District and Local 2297 proudly hosted the two-
day IAFF Peer Support Training on February 26th and 27th. Attendees learned
skills in crisis identification and intervention, active listening, and
development of peer support programs. Kelly Savage, Outreach Coordinator
for the IAFF Center of Excellence, was on hand to provide information and
answer questions about the Center and its program.

IAFF Center of Excellence
"
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WEST CENTRAL REGION LAUNCH

We are proud to be launching our 6th Region of the Collaborative. The West
Central Region hosted by Clearwater Fire Rescue.

Presentation: "CANCER IN THE FIRE SERVICE”

Captain Chris Bator- Florida Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative
Dr. Erin Kobetz University of Miami Firefighters Cancer Initiative
Battalion Chief Sam Eaton- Florida Firefighters Safety and Health
Collaborative (FACE)TEAM

Jacob Lee- Firefighter Cancer Support Network

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/central-west-region-launch-tickets-55812838703

-TEAM HURRICANES

TEAM FIREFIGHTER CANCER INITIATIVE
DCC IX REGISTRATIONPARTY!
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YOU'RE INVITED!
Join at the

Team Firefighter Cancer Initiative
Kick-off Party!

at the Hard Rock Stadium in the 72 Club
Enjoy food, drink, giveaways and prizes as you register for DCC IX!
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