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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI BEGINS COVID — 19 ANTIBODY TESTING

The new testing effort uses a finger prick to check for antibodies to the virus in a
drop of blood to determine past or present infection. The goal is to clear up the
chaotic picture of just how widespread the coronavirus is, which in turn should
help some governments plan its response. Researchers from Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer Center at the University of Miami Miller School of
Medicine are leading this effort in to quantify the extent of COVID-19 infection in
Dade county. Miami-Dade already has more confirmed cases than any other
county in Florida. Experts believe the number of infections is higher than what’s
being reported.

“I think we will learn a lot about how COVID-19 is affecting our local community—
whether certain geographies and/or population sub-groups have a greater
infectivity rate—and most importantly, what to do about it now and in the future,”
said Dr. Kobetz. “And, I think doing this work in South Florida, given our significant
diversity, will offer critical lessons learned for the broader U.S. and Western
Hemisphere. Our data can drive local and global solutions.”

Along with random public testing, first responders will also be tested. Thank you SCCC
for always looking out for firefighters in Florida!
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FFSHC LOGO APPAREL IS NOW AVAILABLE

New FFSHC logo apparel is available on our website — everything from T shirts,
women’s tanks, hats, polos and oxford shirts. Check us out and help support our
mission.

www.floridafirefightersafety.org
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UCF RESTORES LAUNCHES FREE ONLINE
EDUCATONAL SERIES

In an unprecedented time of uncertainty, UCF RESTORES is opening the
virtual doors to a variety of no-cost, tech-based solutions and resources
designed to promote connectivity in a time of isolation. Programs include a
statewide database of culturally competent mental health providers, the roll-
out of telehealth clinical services and the launch of the UCF RESTORES
Wellness Education Series — a five-week line-up of interactive Facebook
Premiere videos designed to address stressful disruptions unique to the
outbreak of COVID-19; through May 18, the videos will go live every Monday at
10 a.m. and Thursday at 2 p.m. on their Facebook page, @ UCFRESTORES.
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FFSHC COVID-19 WEBSITE RESOURCES

Please check out our website for updated policies, procedures regarding Covid-19
from across Florida and the nation.

https://www.floridafirefightersafety.org/

Learn More»
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UNITED WAY - DID YOU KNOW

As you establish your annual contributions to the
United Way for 2019 — why not select the Florida
Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative to be
the recipient of your United Way contributions?

Contact Vicki Sheppard if you have any questions
or need assistance.
vsheppard @floridafirefightersafety.or
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MENTAL WELLNESS CLASSES VIA WEB CONFERENCING

Thanks to Jeremy and Alyssa Hurd for providing online web conferencing classes on
mental wellness. Guest speakers have spoken about the fears of covid on fire
responders and their families, the need for socialization and techniques to stay strong
and safe.

The last session can be viewed here or on our website:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=2nH4Cego E4&feature=youtu.be

MENTAL WELLNESS AWARENESS & RESILIENCY FOR
FIRST RESPONDERS

This FREE 4 or 8 hour course provides the first responder with information about
PTSD, depression, addictions and suicidal ideation. The course incorporates
effective behavioral program components such as suicide prevention, Florida PTSD
Bill, Employee Assistance programs, peer support, recovery centers, and chaplain
programs. Target Audience: Those first responders (police/fire/ems/dispatchers)
that seek a deeper personal knowledge on the topics or wish to build a knowledge
base that will assist them in better peer or chaplainry support.

The course is approved through the Bureau of Fire Standards for 8 ceus.

Lunch is provided.

If you would like a FREE class in your area contact
vsheppard @floridafirefightersafety.org

REDLINE RESCUE INPUT

Please send in your information to the link provided below. Redline Rescue is just
about ready to launch and we need your information to make this as successful as
possible. Redline Rescue is an online database for trusted peers and culturally
competent clinicians for firefighter across the State to access easily and from
anywhere. So please, send in the information for your team members and help us
in moving this ever-important initiative forward.

Thank you for all of your continued efforts.
https://live-redline-rescue.pantheonsite.io/register-as-a-redline-blueline-peer-
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IAFF REPORTS COVID NUMBERS

The IAFF has released the following numbers as of April 24, 2020:

1,653 firefighters tested positive for COVID-19
4,304 isolated

66 isolated

6 died

"Fire fighters need more — and faster — testing so they can stay on the job and
know they are not bringing the virus into the fire house, or back to their homes.
They need priority access to PPE," said Tim Burn, IAFF Press Secretary.
"Meanwhile, Congress must pass funding for state and local governments to help
counteract the budget shortfalls during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.
This funding is essential to keeping fire fighters and other critical workers on the
job across the country."
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TO HELP STOP THE SPREAD

A SAFETY MESSAGE ON BEHALF OF:
THE PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTERS/PARAMEDICS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, IAFF LOCAL 2928
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