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CANCER PREVENTION – OHIO FIRE CHIEF CONVENTION 
 
The FFSHC was invited along with many of the top scientific research community 
to present firefighter cancer prevention at the Ohio Fire annual conference.  
 
We were proud to present again with our partner Steve Westcott, Director of 
the Firefighter Cancer Support Network Ohio Chapter was great again for the 
second year. Also on the agenda was Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center’s 
Dr Natasha Schaefer Solle and Dr Alberto Caban-Martinez. Dr Graham Peasley, 
Norte Dam University; Dr Electra Paskett, Ohio State’ James Center; Alex 
Mayer, NIOSH National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health; Dr Jeff 
Burgess, University of Arizona. 
 
We thank Chief Wallace and Chief Hardwick for inviting us and especially proud 
to see all the work the Ohio FACE Team has accomplished. 
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LEADERSHIP AND SAFETY SYMPOSIUM – OSCEOLA 
BENEVOLENT  
 
Osceola	 Benevolent	 held	 their	 annual	 Mickel	 –	 Begg Leadership and Safety 
Symposium July 30-31 with funds benefiting the Mickel – Begg Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. The symposium honors the lives lost in 2002 when a flashover in 
a training burn killed both men. Lt John Mickel, age 32 and a 10-year Osceola 
County veteran, was partnered with 20 year old Begg, who was in his second week 
on the job. The event prompted the State of Florida Fire Marshal’s Office to 
implement Live Fire Instructor qualifications and certification for live fire training 
scenarios. This law has lead to safer practices and pays tribute to the brave men of 
Osceola County.  
 
 
 
 

LAKELAND FIRE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES FIRST CLEAN 
CAB ENGINE 
 
The Lakeland Fire Department invites the community to join them on August 5, 
2019 at Fire Station 5 to help welcome the department’s newest fire engine into 
service. New Engine 51 is the department’s first clean-cab concept apparatus, and 
is the first of its kind in the department’s effort to protect its firefighters from 
unnecessary exposure to carcinogens. The new fire engine features several new 
protections for firefighters as part of the department’s safety and health 
initiatives, while remaining cost neutral. 
 
To date, more than 250 Pierce dealer representatives have been trained on the 
CARES initiative by members from the FFSHC. To learn more about Clean Cabs 
visit: https://www.piercemfg.com/care 
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Chief Humberto Quintela	

NEW	ADITIONS	TO	THE	FFSHC	TEAM	
	
We are proud to welcome two new members to the FFSHC 
Team: 
	
Michelle Fayed from MDFR will be joining our team to 
lead the family support- caregiver section of the 
collaborative. Michelle is extremely knowledgeable about 
the family care giver role and has been working to build 
this program within the collaborative for some time. Her 
passion not only comes from her knowledge on mental 
health but also from first hand experience. She’s very 
excited about taking on this role within our team and 
offering this huge missing component to our mental 
health team. 
	
Also the South East Region Coordinator of the 
collaborative will now be lead by Chief Quintela of MDFR. 
Chief Quintela is a huge supporter of the collaborative and 
is actively involved with the FACE Team and just about 
every other collaborative initiative. His knowledge, 
expertise on all areas of safety and health is a tremendous 
asset to our organization.  Chris Bator will assist as co-
coordinator in a team effort to keep the region updated. 
 
We are excited that our team continues to grow with 
outreach throughout the state. 
	

NATIONAL TRAFFIC INCIDENT MANAGEMENT RESPONDER 
TRAINING PROGRAM - TRAIN-THE-TRAINER  
 
FDOT is pleased to sponsor a National TIM Responder Training Program Train-the-
Trainer class in Wildwood, Florida, August 2, 2019.  The Sumter and Citrus SOs are 
co-hosting the training at the Villages Sumter County Public Safety Center, and the 
training is open to all responder disciplines (police, fire, EMS, transportation, towing, 
other). Attached is a training announcement for your distribution.  Please be 
reminded that ONLY trainers who will train other responders should attend this 8-
hour trainer course.  Participants will be certified by the Federal Highway 
Administration to conduct TIM training, and every participant will be expected to 
conduct training classes and report their participant numbers to FDOT. 
  
The link for the registration site, which is also in the TtT announcement, is: 
https://fhwatimtraining.wufoo.com/forms/national-tim-ttt-registration-

wildwood-fl/ 
	



	 4	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

CENTRAL WEST FFSHC REGIONAL MEETING 
 
 
Join us at Lakeland Fire (215 S. Lake Avenue, Lakeland  33801) for the next regional meeting 
on June 27th from 0900-1400..  The presentation will feature: 

Ed Maerkl, Orlando Fire Department - Peer Support 

Deborah Beidel, Kim Neisler – UCF Restores 

TO REGISTER: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/ffshc-central-west-region-meeting-tickets-
61112614475 

CLINICIAN MEET AND GREET 
 
Thanks to Jeff Orrange, our Statewide Peer Support Coordinator for helping to arrange 
Meet & Greets across the State with our peer clinicians. The last meeting that was hosted 
by the Lakeland Fire Department was a massive success.  The Southwest region is 
combining forces to make sure that each team has the needed resources for a successful 
peer support program as well as access to those resources.  The Central Region also just 
hosted a clinician meet and greet/follow up to keep the clinicians who have taken the 
Clinician Awareness Program informed and connected with the area Departments.  This 
is a small example of what is happening around the state and it is all because of the 
efforts that Jeff, our Regional Coordinators, and our clinicians put forth day in and day 
out. 
 
If you have programs in place that you think would be worthy of sharing, please do. In 
specific we are looking for resources on resiliency and positive coping mechanisms.  If 
you have any literature, documents or training programs that you have found to be 
effective, please email them to Jeff Orrange at: jorrange@floridafirefightersafety.org 
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NEW FEMA PROJECT - FIRE INVESTIGATORS  
	
Great to see the Fire Fighter Cancer Cohort Study (FFCCS), funded by FEMA will 
include 4 new subgroups for 2020 – Fire Investigators, Fire Instructors, Volunteers 
and Wildland Firefighters.  
 
In the next few months the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center will be 
conducting focus groups with Fire Investigators to discuss: 

• collecting feedback on the baseline annual cancer survey instrument 
• collecting investigator perspectives on occupational health and safety, and 

cancer concerns. 
•  

The website to this projects is:  https://www.ffccs.org/ 
If your Investigators want to contribute to this process have them contact: 

Paola Louzado-Feliciano at 305-243-7148        pxl411@med.miami.edu 
	

SUNRISE FIRE RESCUE – MENTAL HEALTH WEBSITE 
 
Sunrise Fire Rescue (in collaboration with the Sunrise Fire Rescue Benevolent 
Association) has implemented a new Behavioral Health and Wellness 
Initiative. There is still more work to do but they have begun soliciting peer-to-
peer support team members. This project has been a great team effort as no 
one person, dept or organization can take this issue on without collaboration. 
 
 Please check out the website - www.sfrdstrong.com 
 
 
 
 
	

STATE FACE INVESTIGATOR MEETING 
 
The next meeting for all Fire Investigators will be at Palm Beach County Fire Rescue 
with team from Slyvester Comprehensive Cancer Center to discuss the upcoming 
focus groups for Fire Investigators within the State of Florida. The meeting is Sept 
3rd from 0800-1200. A flyer and email will be sent out to register.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @floridafirefightetsafety  
 
Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety 
 
Visit our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 
	
	
	
	

 
UNITED WAY 
 
As you establish your contributions to the 
United Way for 2019 – why not select the 
Florida Firefighters Safety and Health 
Collaborative to get your United Way 
contributions? 
 
Contact Vicki Sheppard if you have any 
questions or need assistance. 
vsheppard@floridafirefighhtersafety.org  
 
 
 
 
 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

SHOP AT AMAZON & DONATE TO OUR FFSHC 
 
FFSHC participates in AmazonSmile which allows you to choose a non-profit 
charity when placing an order through the special website 
https://smile.amazon.com For every order you place, we receive 0.5% of the 
purchase price. To begin, visit https://smile.amazon.com and we would be 
pleased if you’d make “Florida Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative” your 
chosen charity. 

	
	

DAVIE FIRE - 
PRELIMINARY EXPOSURE 
REDUCTION  VIDEO 
 
A big thank you to Davie Fire 
Department for their leadership and 
direction in reducing fireighter 
exposure to carcinogen. We are very 
proud they shared this video and are 
impressed by the impact it has 
already had in their agency. 
 
https://youtu.be/8Js8lMnOuaY 
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