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STATE DECON BUCKETS 
 
Director Halas debuted the State Decon buckets that are courtesy of a 1 million 
dollar state grant where over 4,500 will be distributed to fire departments and 
training centers. The buckets contain supplies for Post Fire On Scene as well as 
educational materials. 
 
This project is a result of the teamwork of Fire Marshal’s Office, Sylvester 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, FFSHC, FCSN, and Ten-8 Fire Equipment. 
 

TEN-8 POST FIRE DECON BUCKET ASSEMBLY 
 
We thank Ten-8 Fire Equipment’s contribution to this process by donating the labor through 
their employees who assembled the State Decon buckets. Thank you for continuing to lead 
change in the industry and for continuing to promote the health and safety of firefighters.  
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT 
 
On July 7, 2018 the Bureau of Fire Standards 
and Training held a Listening Session for the 
Firefighter Cancer, Mental Wellness and Active 
Shooter curriculum update.  
 
There will be additional sessions scheduled to 
ensure input is solicited from all concerned 
stakeholders. This will be a great advancement 
for Florida firefighters both new and seasoned.  
 

SHOP AT AMAZON – DONATE TO 
FFSHC 
 
FFSHC participates in AmazonSmile which allows 
you to choose a charity when placing an order 
through the special website 
https://smile.amazon.com For every order you 
place, we receive 0.5% of the purchase price. To 
begin, visit https://smile.amazon.com and 
make “Florida Firefighters Safety and Health 
Collaborative” your chosen charity. 

FIREFIGHTER CANCER REGISTER ACT 
 
President Donald Trump signed the Firefighter Cancer Registry Act (H.R. 931) 
on Monday July 9, 2018. The legislation will require the Center for Disease 
Control and prevention to develop and maintain a voluntary registry to collect 
data regarding the incidence of certain cancers in firefighters.  
 
The registry will allow researchers to have a greater understanding of the 
impacts that smoke inhalation and other occupational hazard have on a 
firefighter’s health and is designed to lead to better treatment options. 
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SOUTHEAST REGION MEETING SCHEDULED 
 
The next Regional meeting will be August 2nd from 9am – 12pm at West Palm Beach 
Fire Rescue, Mary V. McDonald Wilson Center Gaines Park 1501 N. Australian Avenue 
West Palm Beach, FL.  
 
Presentation:   "What’s Killing our Firefighters” A frank look at Substance 
Abuse. A nationwide problem that’s effecting the Fire Service. 
 
Host Contact: Chief Brent Bloomfield  bbloomfield@wpb.org  
 
Register:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/florida-firefighters-safety-health-
collaborative-southeast-florida-region-tickets-47722897471 
 
 
 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
POST FIRE DECON – ST PETERBURG COLLEGE 
 
Even the Fire Training Academies are learning the benefits of post fire gross decon to 
reduce firefighter carcinogen exposure. Thanks to Chief Jim Angle for his leadership 
and commitment to firefighter safety at the Fire and Public Safety Training Center at 
St Petersburg College. 
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OHIO TRAINING ON FF CANCER 
 
Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center and the FFSHC recently provided a Train-the-
Trainer Firefighter Cancer Awareness and Prevention program to the Hamilton County 
Fire Chiefs Association in Ohio. The team provided four courses with an attendance of 
116 firefighters from 53 fire departments from 3 states. The course included classroom 
and practical application of post fire on scene gross decon. 

Prior to class, the FFSHC provided a picture and list of supplies that are included in the 
Florida Statewide Gross Decon buckets. The event had the support of local vendors 
who copied the Florida model and provided gross decon buckets and supplies to every 
attendee.  
 
In addition, Ohio State University is now studying firefighter cancer exposure to help 
identify mitigation practices. In	2017	Ohio	became	 the	35th	 state	 in	 the	nation	 to	have	
cancer	recognized	as	a	work-related	illness	for	Ohio	firefighters,	known	as	Michael	Louis	
Palumbo	Jr.	Act	(presumptive	cancer	legislation),	became	effective	April	6,	2017. 

 
 
 
	
	



	 5	

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
@floridafirefightetsafety  
 
Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety 
 
Visit  our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 
 
 
 
	
	

 
ANOTHER FACE TEAM 
 
We welcome Brooke Powell and the new FACE Team for Bay County Florida in the 
Panhandle. Establishing a F.A.C.E. (Firefighters Attacking the Cancer Epidemic) Team 
is a great step for organizations to develop their department’s approach in reducing 
firefighter cancer exposure. 
 
 
 
	
	

 
REDUCE YOUR RISK 
 
FDNY just released “Reduce Your Risk”, a 68 page 
comprehensive booklet to raise awareness of the 
dangers of fireground contaminates and the 
implementation of policies and procedures to 
provide for the long-term health and safety of their 
FDNY family.  
 
In addition, we appreciate the acknowledgment of 
the FFSHC and SCCC at UM under Leading 
Organizations in Firefighter Cancer Prevention. 
 
Download the information at: 
http://www.fdnypro.org/reduceyourrisk/	
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NOMINATE A FIRST RESPONDER 
 
iHeartMedia & Freeman Injury Law First Responder Salute is their way of thanking 
those men and women who devote their lives to keep us safe and out of harm’s way.  
Each month we will recognize a special First Responder based on your nominations.  
 
Thank you for your help in recognizing these brave men and women!  
 
Complete the form at: 
https://gaterrocks.iheart.com/contests/iheartmedia-freeman-injury-law-437720/ 
 
 
 
	
	

IN THE NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Chief Otto Drozd III and the Orange County Fire Department for 
being featured on television highlighting their commitment to reducing exposure to 
firefighter cancer through direct source end capturing, second sets of gear, dermal 
wipes and hood swap program – a 2 million dollar commitment. Your commitment to 
the safety and health of your firefighters is acknowledged and appreciated. 
 
https://www.wftv.com/video?videoId=799219880&videoVersion=1.0 
 
 
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
CELL PHONES AND FLORIDA DRIVERS 
 
The new Florida law passed and if a driver is caught with a cell phone in their hands 
while driving they may be subject to a $250 ticket and will be sent to driving school.  
Spread the word – safety first and help stop distracted drivers. Distracted drivers are 
one of the leading causes of accidents on Florida roads. 
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ANNUAL MENTAL HEALTH SYMPOSIUM 
 
Registration is now open for the one-day seminar that will focus on tools that your 
fire department can use when addressing mental health issues. This seminar is 
brought to you by the Florida State Fire College. Read more and register at: 
 
www.floridastatefirecollege.org  Course#:  RN12754/ Class Offering#: 89797 
 
 
 
	
	

APPROVED - SHOWER within the HOUR 
 
Under the leadership of Fire Chief Mackey, Palm Beach County Fire Rescue just 
became the next department in a growing list of leading agencies,  joining 
Department like Jacksonville’s Fire Chief Kurt Wilson and Orange County Fire 
Rescue’s Fire Chief Otto Drozd in providing similar versions of this essential cancer 
prevention benefit to their firefighters. 
 
Departments truly committed to ensuring that their personnel are properly protected 
 from the dangers of carcinogens from the fire ground are leaving their personnel out 
of service, when possible, to allow time for personal hygiene to get safely ready for the 
next response. 
 
We commend all departments that have taken this protective & proactive step! 
 
Thank you for LEADING ! 
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LT. JOHN MICKEL AND DALLAS BEGG ACT 
 
This month Osceola FD Benevolent held a leadership symposium to honor the 
firefighters who lost their lives in the tragic live fire training exercise on July 30, 
2002.  This loss of life became the impetus for the Lt. John Minkel and Dallas Begg 
Act – the mandate for safe live-fire training in Florida by adopting and requiring all 
live-fire training to comply with NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training 
Evolutions. 
 
We have an obligation to honor those who have given the ultimate sacrifice. Train 
Safe !  
 
 
 
	
	

GROSS DECON SOG 
 
 
Thanks to Lt Anthony Willis at 
Orange County for sharing this 
resource (and others). The cancer 
prevention culture change that is 
underway in our industry is a 
large undertaking. As you can see, 
the Central Florida fire 
departments are up to the 
challenge. 
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MIAMI DADE FIRE RESCUE FAMILY NIGHT 
 
 
Congratulations to a successful Family Night at Miami Dade Fire Rescue.  The event 
highlights the history of Miami Dade fire Rescue and the unique demands of their new 
recruit firefighters. It introduces the family to the bonds of the fire service and opens 
the channel of communication and understanding in this proud profession. 
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