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CFO PATRONIS CONTINUES TO SUPPORT FIRST RESPONDERS
DURING PANDEMIC

Florida Chief Financial Officer (CFO) and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis held a call
with the Executive Boards of the Florida Fire Chiefs Association and the Florida
Professional Firefighters to receive updates on COVID-19 response efforts from first
responders statewide. During the call, the fire service community's support of local
antibody testing sites as well as the need for priority antibody tests for first responders was
discussed.

CFO and State Fire Marshal Jimmy Patronis said, “As we look to ramp up COVID-19
antibody testing throughout the state, our dedicated firefighters and paramedics are
prepared to support these testing sites to aid in giving Floridians easy access to this vital
resource. We must also ensure that our first responders are provided priority antibody
testing so that our fire service community can properly scale response efforts and adjust
staffing where appropriate. These heroes continue to be the boots on the ground in the
COVID-19 recovery efforts and I cannot thank them enough for their service.”

FIRE CHIEF MEMORIAL

Donald DiPetrillo, a South Florida fire chief for nearly 50
years, died from complications of the coronavirus.
DiPetrillo had been the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s fire
chief since 2008. Prior to that he was the fire chief for
Davie from 2001-2007 and he was the assistant fire chief
in Fort Lauderdale from 1973-2001.

DiPetrillo is believed to have contracted the virus while \
attending an EMS Today emergency medical services &

conference in Tampa in early March and died April 23, DONALD DIPETRILLO
FIRE CHIEF - LEADER - FRIEND
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FFSHC LOGO APPAREL IS NOW AVAILABLE

New FFSHC logo apparel is available on our website — everything from T shirts,
women’s tanks, hats, polos and oxford shirts. Check us out and help support our
mission.

www.floridafirefightersafety.org

SAFETY HEALTH

PERSONAL SAFETY FOR INVESTIGATORS - SOG

Thanks to Brian Gordon (PBCFR Investigator) and Karl Morgan (Division of
Investigative & Forensic Services) for all their hard word to develop a comprehensive
document that covers safety as it relates to the role of an Investigator. This model SOG
is established as a best practice and covers areas of PPE, respiratory protection, and
decontamination.

The SOG is posted on the FFSHC website so that departments may adopt the
document in whole or in part.

Pcﬁ th Florxda Firefighters

¢ “4 Safety and Health Collaborative
-
State FACE Team
Recommended SOG

Personal Safety For Fire Investigators
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATON OF
ARSON INVESTIGATORS — BEST
PRACTICES

Fire Investigator
Health and Safety
Best Practices

The TAAI has released the 2nd edition of their Fire
Investigator Health and Safety Best Practices
document. It is rewarding to see all the subject matter
experts that came together to get this document
developed and published to further the health and
safety of the fire investigator.

The document is posted on the FFSHC website as well
as the TAA website along with their other health and
safety documents:

www.iaaiwhitepaper.com

UNITED WAY - DID YOU KNOW

As you establish your annual contributions to the
United Way for 2019 — why not select the Florida
Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative to be
the recipient of your United Way contributions?

Contact Vicki Sheppard if you have any questions
or need assistance.

vsheppard @floridafirefightersafety.org

PASCO COUNTY FIRE RESCUE IMPLEMENTS DECON 1

On April 27t Pasco County Fire Rescue implemented Decon 1. Decon 1 is an in-service
apparatus staffed 24/7 with sworn members. Decon 1 responds to all working fires (car,
trash, brush, structure), Hazardous Materials, EMS incidents with contamination to set up
decon for all fire fighters who enter the IDLH, and supply them with clean PPE prior to going
back in-service for another incident. Their Decon 1 Technicians will also manage all PPE on
their assigned shift.

Check out heir video of the unit:
https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=crgHColH4 04 &feature=youtu.be
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WALTON WILDFIRE DESTROYS HOMES

A man burning “illegal materials” on a day when no burn permits were being issued ignited
a Walton County fire that destroyed 33 homes and did substantial damage to a handful
more. Homes, cars, trees and power poles in its path were devastated. It was estimated that
575 acres were burned.

COLLIER COUNTY WILDFIRE

The massive wildfire that encompassed over 8,500 acres and forced evacuations to Golden
Gates Estates residents of 600 homes is finally under control with help from rain, forestry
units and strike teams from across the state that were deployed to provide structural
protection.

Florida’s dry brush season is resulting in extreme fire behavior and excessively high flame
height.

ALLIGATOR ALLEY WILDFIRE

Interstate I-75 known as Alligator Alley was
shut down after several brush fires
eventually merged into one large fire
encompassing over 8,500 acres.

\' 1| WILDFIRE SHUTS DOWN ALLIGA
20-MILE STRETCH OF 175 CLOSED IN COLUER COUNTY
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MENTAL WELLNESS AWARENESS & RESILIENCY FOR FIRST

RESPONDERS

This FREE 4 or 8 hour course provides the first responder with information about PTSD,
depression, addictions and suicidal ideation. The course incorporates effective behavioral
program components such as suicide prevention, Florida PTSD Bill, Employee Assistance
programs, peer support, recovery centers, and chaplain programs. Target Audience: Those
first responders (police/fire/ems/dispatchers) that seek a deeper personal knowledge on the
topics or wish to build a knowledge base that will assist them in better peer or chaplainry

support.

The course is approved through the Bureau of Fire Standards for 8 ceus.

Lunch is provided.

If vou would like a FREE class in vour area contact

vsheppard @floridafirefightersafety.org

MENTAL WELLNESS WEB
CLASS

Thanks to Deltona Fire Rescue for
participating in the online class with Jeremy
Hurd and Dustin Hawkins on May 8th,
Participants talked about stress, suicide
ideation, coping tools, and how covid has
impacted first responders and their families.

(‘ﬁ%

Dustin Hawkins

Safety and Health Collborative



CAREGVER CONNECTIONS

Thanks to Michelle Fayed for continuing to provide podcast on necessary topics. Be sure to
check our website, under Events for additional discussions. In the month of May they

discussed:

May 7th — Dan DeGryse, retired Chief and Director of the Rosecrane Florian Program,
discussed what substance use disorder looks like within first responder community.

May 215t —

Michelle provided an informal, online get-together of first responder families as

they discussed the challenges of supporting your uniformed loved one with people who

understand you best, each other.

Peer support changes lives. We are all in this together. Join us on future events. All are

welcome.

NEXT CAREGVER CONNECTION
TALK

JUNE 4™ - Join our discussion with Dr.
Stephanie Conn about the family members of
emergency services, who are often overlooked
when it comes to the impact of the work. The
effects of the job do not stop at the door of your
home. Working as a first responder tends to be a
way of life for many in the profession. As such, it
affects the family’s way of life. A strong support
system has been found to protect those in first
responder work from the wear and tear of the job,
but there are also ways to strengthen first
responder families and partners so that everyone
remains healthy.

We appreciate you signing up through the
Eventbrite link
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/104529159530

to help us collect data on the reach of our
program. Make sure to check your spam folder for
confirmation emails.

FIRST RESPONDER BURNOUT
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Thanks to Kathy Hurt from the Florida House Experience for sharing this interview on First
Responder Burnout. Take a minute and read this insightful article and learn the tips for

preventing and overcoming burnout.

https://therehab.com/learning/first-responder-burnout/
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COVID TESTING — JACKSONVILLE

Members of the Jacksonville Fire Rescue
Department assisted with a drive-through federal
Coronavirus testing site at TIAA Bank Field,
home of the Jacksonville Jaguars, during the
recent Coronavirus epidemic. The testing site was
set-up and staffed by the JFRD’s Emergency
Preparedness Division. As of May 11, 2020, Duval
County has administered 34,141 tests with 1,171
positive cases.

Pictured: JFRD Captain Erika McManus, RN/APRN
currently assigned to the Training Division, and
Captain Percy Golden, currently assigned to the
Emergency Preparedness Division, at the TIAA Bank
Field Coronavirus federal testing site.

Photo credit: Civ. John Bracey, JFRD

CORAL SPRINGS PROVIDES ANTIBODY
TESTING TO CITY EMPLOYEES

Thanks to a partnership with the State of Florida Department
of Health, Coral Springs is leading a comprehensive multi-city
study evaluating the use of antibody testing in asymptomatic
employees. Coral Springs obtained the rapid test kits from the
State and has already tested its employees during phase one of
a longitudinal study. The study will evaluate the antibody
status of employees every 6 weeks for a total of 3 episodes.

Nearly 700 city employees voluntarily opted to be tested for
COVID-19 antibodies over ONE week, including 359 first
responders. THEY are proud to announce, 100% of employees
who were tested were currently free of the COVID-19 virus.

Safety and Health Collborative 7
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DAVIE FIRE RESCUE BEGINS ANTIBODY TESTING

The Town of Davie has begun a voluntary COVID-19 Antibody testing of 850 Town of Davie
and Southwest Ranches employees. This testing is a part of a research study developed by
Dr. Peter Antevy with research from Dr. Paul Pepe and Dr. Randy Katz.

The research program was approved to better understand the variables and unknowns
relevant to immunological response and defense regarding the virus. We were invited and
accepted to join the Cities if Coral Springs and Hollywood in this study.

MIAMI DADE ANTIBODY TESTING

Miami Dade Fire Rescue began serological screenings for the entire department on a
voluntary basis. They are using Pitney Case management on those out who are
symptomatic and PCR swabbing their own employees and running them to a local lab that
they negotiated a 24-hour turn -time for results. They are now doing their second round of
testing for their personnel. A major accomplishment is ensuring all paperwork is complete
to ensure all Workman’s Compensation claims are approved.

Test results

Clinical Significance
RT-QPCR KM kG

= | Patient may be in the window period of infection

- Ihmtmmnmmmdlmm

+ | Patients is in the active phase of infection.
+ lhbentnnybemlhehteorrmentstaoeo‘nfecbm
= | Patient may be in the early stage of infection. RT-gPCR result may be false-negative

+ IPatxentmayhavohadapastnfedm.aMhasnwmed

+ | Patient may be in the recovery stage of an infection, or the RT-gPCR result may be false-negative
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MONTHLY PEER SUPPORT CONFERENCE CALL

Thanks Jeff Orrange for conducting the conference call with participation from peer
support team across Florida along with Ohio peer support members and UCF
Restores. During the call Dustin Hawkins reported on the Governors initiative with
mental wellness and the team who have been working hard to enter/validate clinician
information for Redline Rescue, Michele Fayed reported on the resources available
through the Family Support Network where her last podcast reached 19 states and
over 80 persons. UCF Restores is also developing a series of educational courses that
will complement the Redline/Blueline Rescue platform.

Area peer support teams spoke about their programs, recent deployments, vetting
procedures and training opportunities. Ohio spoke about their progress in clinician
rotations, fire and police newsletters, and team member requirements.

Jeff is also in the process of coordinating with each region to identify goals, needs,
training opportunities and areas of consistency. This is a big project but will only
strengthen the mental health resources for first responders in Florida!

If you want to be included in these conference calls, please contact Jeff Orrange at:

joorange@floridafirefightersafety.org

ST PETERSBURG FIRE RESCUE— MAGNET

Thanks to St Petersburg Peer Support Team for sharing the magnets they use to raise
awareness for mental wellness. This is a great idea that other departments may want to
utilize. Thanks for sharing!

St. Petershurg Fire Rescue

Online portal provides

EAP/ COITIPSYCh educational tools, resources,

peer support services, and

Family Hotline !

Call for assistance with '
finding resources for stress ¥y

management, finances,
marital counseling, death ’

or loss of a loved one,
childeare, and much more,

“ﬁt ,

(727) 550-0639

Online interactive service crises intervention assistance
that provides unique tools for Fire Service members
in every aspect of your life, and their families.
mcluding legal, financial
and parent counseling.

=% Guidanceresources.com
.- .’ Website ID: STPETE
¥ *New users will create a
username and password

.q Benefits Office: 893-7279

Username: SPFR
Password: Firestrong

Z*.
™

These resources are available to all members of the fire service, active and
DID You KNOW? retired, including their familics. For more information, please contact the
\ LN Safety & Training division at (727) 893-7693 or Richard. ganci@stpete.org
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COVID CYBER SCAMS

As we are adjusting to dealing with COVID-19 and all its challenges, cyber-criminals
are looking to add to the chaos. During times where people are distracted, attacks such
as phishing emails, unsolicited texts, and fake websites related to current events begin
to rise. As we enter the various phases of dealing with Covid-19, cyber-criminals have
changed their approaches to try to cash in.

On May 19, 2020, the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) posted a blog about cyber-
criminals pretending to be “contact tracers.” The scammers send a text alerting an
individual that he/she has been in contact with a positive COVID-19 person. A
malicious link in the text claims to provide more information. Tapping on the provided
link will actually install malware on your device and expose personal information.

Unsolicited text messages should be ignored and deleted from your device. Cyber-
criminals may also try to gain personal information, such as social security and bank
account numbers, through an attack called “vishing.” This attack comes in the form of
a phone call pretending to be a reputable organization and attempting to gain personal
information. Since health departments are using contact tracers to stop the spread,
these attacks are also increasing.

Here are a few tips to help protect yourself:

- Your device and/or wireless provider may offer an option to block spam or
unknown numbers from reaching you via text message or phone call.
Do not provide personal information to an unsolicited phone call/ text message.
Advise the caller you will call back to a known number for the organization.
Use search engines to find websites like health department stats and reputable
charities supporting COVID-19 instead of following links provided through
emails or social media platforms.
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