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The Collaborative Connection - April 2018

LAUNCH OF THE FLORIDA NORTHWEST REGION

On April 5t over 80 fire service and private industry leaders joined together at the
first regional meeting of the Northwest FFSHC. Thanks to Chief Talbert and Lt Brian
Hughes for organizing the launch, complete with presentations from Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer Center, FFSHC Directors, and the Firefighter Cancer Support
Network. A special thank you to Ten-8 Fire for providing the lunch for all attendees.

The South Walton leaders received praise and support from the Fire Marshal’s Office
for organizing this region to further the safety and health of the fire service.

IN SERVICE TO SERVE YOU
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MARCH OF THE BULL

Retired Orange County Firefighter Tom “Bull” Hill is walking from Key West
to the Capitol Steps in Tallahassee to raise awareness on firefighter cancer and
to have a presumptive cancer petition signed. This is not a FFSHC event, but it
is admirable and inspiring to see the many fire departments, law enforcement,
citizens and local unions across the state join in the walk to show their support
both through spirit and logistics Along the way Bull accepted tokens of FF lost
to cancer memorized on PAT tags, helmet shields, badges and photos to carry
with him to Tallahassee.
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NEW DIRECTOR TO FFSHC

We are pleased to announce that Bert Vergara
was added as a Director to the FFSHC Board
this month. Our Directors receive no salary and
voluntarily serve our collaborative’s mission by
planning and setting strategic goals for the
organization.

Bert is a Lieutenant for Osceola County Fire
Rescue and his passion and knowledge for
health and fitness has placed him in a
leadership role in our state. Bert brings his
dedication and commitment to assisting
firefighters across the state to achieve better
health through fitness. Bert also serves as the
chair of our FFSHC Health and Fitness Team.

Welcome Bert Vergara!

WELCOME NEW PARTNERS
FFSHC is proud to announce our new partners:

Florida Fire Marshals and Inspectors Association
Fire Chiefs Association, Broward County

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

FFSHC Directors were honored to be working with Sylvester Cancer Center
(Firefighter Cancer), Nova Southeastern (Mental Wellness), Sylvester/UHealth
Dr. Wes Smith (Health and Fitness), Florida Fire Chiefs Association President
and Orange County Fire Rescue Fire Chief Otto Drozd and Coral Springs-
Parkland Captian Justin Parrinello on NFPA 3000( Active Killer) to develop
minimum standards curriculum for the State Fire College. There is still more
work to be done but the groundwork is now there.
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GOVERNOR SIGNS BILLS INTO LAW

CS/SB 394 was signed by the Governor requiring the Division of State Fire Marshal to
establish specified courses as a part of firefighter and volunteer firefighter training and
certification; specifying the division’s authority to adopt rules for training related to
cancer and mental health risks within the fire service, etc.

CS/SB 376 was signed by the Governor which provides Workers’ Compensation Benefits
for First Responders; Providing that, under certain circumstances, posttraumatic stress
disorder suffered by a first responder is an occupational disease compensable by
workers’ compensation benefits; specifying that benefits do not require a physical injury
and are not subject to certain apportionment or limitations, etc.

SOCIAL MEDIA 'a @

Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @floridafirefightetsafety
Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety

Visit our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org

PEER SUPPORT PROGRAM

Coral Springs-Parkland Fire hostsed Dr. Vince Van Hasslett and Nova
Southeastern for a 2 day Peer Support Program. Fire Departments represented
from Central to South Florida in attendance. It is important that we make sure
all departments and personnel have the mental health resources they need in
times of crisis.
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FIREFIGHTER TUMOR BANK

This survey is for both current and retired Florida firefighter that have
been diagnosed with cancer. The criteria for this study, The Tumor Bank
Project, is that the firefighter has ever been diagnosed with cancer. Even
firefighters with a small punch biopsy’s that result for skin lesions, Melanoma
and non-melanoma should be encouraged to submit their sample. Not all
firefighters will be able to participate so please make sure it is clear that the
reauirement is cancer diagnosis.

1_JSYILVESTER

CANCIR CINTRS
UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HEALTH SYSTEM

Are you a firefighter diagnosed with cancer?

The Firefighter Cancer Initiative is studying how cancer develops in all Florda firefighters and the types of
work-related exposures that influence the cancer, We are dong this by working on mwitiple projects,

nchading
e JAenual Cancer Survey *  ALRIAL (focusing on retired ¢  Guardrals
e Colorectal Cancer Screening Srefighters) e  Tumor Bank
o Thyroid Screening o Persomal Exposcre Reporting App ¢ Environmenty Samping

o Heah Communicaton

How can | help? You can help by participating in the firefighter tumor bank study today. ¥ you have ever
been dagnosed with cancer (e, any Flonda active or retired Firefighter), you can donate your biclogcal
cancer sample to the bank.

What if | have questions? For questions about participation o for help with the tumor bask, please
contact the Research Associate assipned Lo your Recgraphic area

Palm Beach, Martin, and Sroward AR Other Floida
m'u:uu; Cathy Grace Katering Santisgo
2 $61.254. 0011 305 243 4350

To complete the Tumor Bank Survey now visit:

www.tinyURL.com/TumorBankSurvey

Vit www syivester org/feefighters 10 learn more abowt the project
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SAFETY STAND DOWN

The Safety Stand Down will take place June 17-23, 2018. This event highlights
critical safety, health, and survival issues for the fire and emergency services.
All departments and personnel are asked to take the week of June 17-23 to
focus their attention on safety and health education and training. A week is
provided to ensure all duty shifts can participate.

This year’s theme is BE AWARE — GET CHECKED. Firefighters face many
risks such as heart disease, cancer, diabetes, PTSD, and more, and early
detection through annual medical evaluations and physicals saves lives. Use
the materials on this site to implement Safety Stand Down in your department.

Read more at:
https://www.safetystanddown.org/

o 2018 FIREFIGHTER
SAFETY
e STAND DOWN

SAFETY STAND DOWN

This years FFSHC Southesast Regional Safety Stand Down will be hosted
by Palm Beach County Fire Rescue

We plan to take a regional approach by working together to bring the best
instructors and presenters together to focus on Firefighter Safety and Health.
All depts are encouraged to participate. There is NO COST and we will provide a
flyer with more info as we get closer. If your agency would like to assist with this
event. Please contact

Palm Beach County Fire Rescue Captain Jeremy Hurd
at Jhurd@pbcgov.org.

Last years Safety Stand Down was hosted by Miami Dade Fire Rescue. By
sharing our resources and instructors it was a tremendous success. Thank You
Chief Downey and Chief Quintela and Miami Dade Fire Rescue for the
tremendous amount of work it took to pull this off. Last years Miami Dade
Safety Stand Down was listed on the National Safety Stand Down website under
success stories. Please see click link below:
http://www.safetystanddown.org/2018/02/miami-dade-fire-rescue
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THE CLEAN CAB INITIATIVE - FDIC 2018

WEST PALM BEACH FIRE —
CLEAN CAB CONCEPT

SUTPHEN'S

GLEAN CAB INITIATIVE . 8

West Palm Beach Fire Rescue showed
off their first Clean Cab Engine at
FDIC. It is also the first Clean Cab
built by Sutphen. This initiative is
growing and based on firefighter
safety and health - a win for
everyone!

If anyone needs more information feel
free to contact Chief Diane Matty:

dmatty@wpb.org

CLEAN CAB - FDIC

Pierce also launched their Clean Cab
apparatus at FDIC. It is so great to see
many manufacturers rising to the
occasion to help make safer options for
the fire service.
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NORTHEAST REGION MEETING

The next Northeast Region meeting will be held June 1 from 9gam-1pm at the
Kirkpatrick Institute of Public Safety,3737 NE 39 Ave Gainesville. The host
department is Alachua County Fire Rescue and Mike Morgan will be providing a
presentation on substance abuse. Lunch will be provided by ACFR.

Register at:

https://www.floridafirefightersafety.org/about/events
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DEVELOPING POST TRAUMATIC GROWTH CLASS

FFSHC Director and Palm Beach County Fire Rescue EMS Captain Jeremy
Hurd presented Developing Post Traumatic Growth at FDIC. His classes are
always well received as this topic gains national attention.

In addition he was able to hosts his radio show live from Indy with Marie
Guma Psychiatrist and graduate of the FFSHC Clinician Awareness Program.

“Monday, April 23, 2018
!i!?mog 8:00 am-12:00 pm

| Developing Post
Traumatic GROWTH!

Jeremy Hurd
EMS Captain
Palm Beach County (FL) Fire Rescue

Room 105-106
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