
	 1	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

TRAGIC SCHOOL SHOOTING 
 
We constantly train for events we hope will never happen. That was all changed in the 
Stoneman Douglas School shooting in Parkland Florida. Crews from Coral Springs-
Parkland Fire Dept, Margate-Coconut Creek Fire Rescue, Tamarac Fire Rescue, N 
Lauderdale Fire Rescue, Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO Fire Rescue), and Ft 
Lauderdale Fire Rescue and first responders responded to provide assistance, 
comfort and hope at this tragic incident. 
 
Through tragedy comes love, support and resiliency. Firefighter Peer Support 
from Miami-Dade Fire Rescue, Palm Beach County Fire Rescue, Coral Springs-
Parkland, Margate-Coconut Creek, Lauderhill, Broward Sheriff’s Office, Orlando Fire 
Fighters Peer Support Team, FDNY and the IAFF were deployed to 29 fire stations 
and met with 529 Firefighters over 3 days following the Parkland shooting to support 
Florida's Firefighters.  
	
This event has forever changed the community and the first responders, through 
collaboration and our partnerships we will heal our community and first responders. 
#MSD STRONG 
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UM COLLABORATION 
 
On February 5th  CFO Jimmy Patronis traveled to Miami to meet up with Dr 
Steven Nimer, Dr Erin Kobetz, Dr Natasha Solle and the FCI team 
from Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center. Our FFSHC State FACE Team 
was also invited to be present for the personal presentation on an overview of 
the FCI Firefighter Cancer Initiative. 
 
It was wonderful to have 8 of the 14 departments from Florida show up in 
unison from our State FACE Team to demonstrate our commitment and 
dedication to making a positive change in the fire service on cancer mitigation. 
 
Thank you Sylvester for the including FFSHC. Thanks to our State FACE team 
for committing to the day: Palm Beach Gardens Fire, Town or PB, West Palm 
Beach Fire, Palm Beach County Fire, Coral Springs Fire, Broward Co Fire, City 
of Miami Fire. 
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DOLPHIN CHALLENGE – TEAM HURRICANE/TEAM FACE 
 
On Saturday, February 10th, the Miami Dolphin's Hard Rock Stadium was loaded with 
1000s of walkers, runners and riders for the 2018 Dolphin's Cancer Challenge. This is our 
inaugural year giving back to Sylvester in this FUN and well run fund raiser. Many 
FFSHC members wore bunker gear for easy recognition along with shirts provided by 
UM, One Team One Fight, that displayed the names of the fallen brothers and sisters who 
have succumbed to cancer. What a Tribute!  
 
Members of the FFSHC State FACE Team presented to Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer 
Center a custom painted Hydrant and a check for $1500.00 to give back to them for all of 
the amazing research, awareness, prevention and education they've provided to the 
Florida Fire Service on Firefighter Cancer. 
 
Please join us next February 2019 for Team Hurricane/Team FACE – We will once again 
be Walking, Running, Biking for the cause for OUR mission. 
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TOWN OF PALM BEACH COMPLETES GROSS DECON 
TRAINING 
 
The Town of Palm Beach recently completed post fire gross decon training 
including classroom and practical demonstrations. Studies have proven that 
gross decon is the best method to quickly remove contaminates from PPE post 
fire incidents. Clean = Healthy! 

POLK COUNTY DECON TRAINING  
 
At the Central Florida Region quarterly meeting, the FFSHC collaborative State 
FACE conducted a 3 hour Class on Post Fire On Scene Decon for Polk County 
and surrounding fire departments (approx. 70 in attendance). The information 
was well received with many good questions, feedback, comments and 
indications of upcoming implementation in these departments.  
 
Grateful to the Departments that came to attend this training: Orange County, 
Pasco County, Polk County, Winter Haven, Auburndale, Dundee, Winter Park, 
Lakeland, Seminole and Osceola. The FCSN’s FF Jazz Zumbo was in attendance 
and also assisted. 
 
Thanks to Captain Anthony Robinson (Polk County Fire Rescue) and Lt. 
Anthony Willis (Orange County Fire Rescue and Central Collaborative Region 
Coordinator) for coordinating and hosting a very well attended meeting in Polk 
County.  
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PROPOSED PTSD FIRST RESPONDER LEGISLATION  
 
Bill 227 unanimously passed the House Government Operations and 
Technology Appropriations subcommittee. The bill, sponsored by Rep. Matt 
Willhite, a fire captain and paramedic for Palm Beach County, would 
provide first responders full workers’ compensation benefits “for mental or 
nervous injuries regardless of whether such injuries are accompanied by 
physical injuries.” 
  
The bill moves to a final House subcommittee hearing next week before the 
Government Accountability committee, which is chaired by Rep. Matt 
Caldwell, of District 79. If the bill is approved it would become law July 1, 
2018. 
 
 

MDFR –  
SUICIDE AWARENESS 
 
On January 30, 2018 Miami Dade Mayor 
Carlos A. Gimenez during his State of the 
County Address recognized MDFR CISM 
Peer and Chaplaincy Program & 
Media/Public Relations Bureau for their 
work in the “Hope Break the Chain 
Campaign”. The Campaign focused on 
creating Suicide Awareness and 
Prevention for the Fire Service and 
Military as well. 
 

MDFR –  
PEER SUPPORT/CISM 
 
On Feb 6-9, 2018 MDFR hosted and 
trained its first Peer Support/CISM class 
(individuals and groups in crisis). This 
was a collaboration of multiple 
individuals and organizations in the 
making. Participants where from 
multiple agencies and multiple counties 
as well. Even Charlies the MDFR pilot 
program therapy dog showed up for the 
occasion. 
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FEMALE FIREFIGHTERS WHO DEVELOP 
REPRODUCTIVE CANCERS TO GET WORKERS' 
COMPENSATION 
 
In Alberto, Canada the province says it will amend the Workers' Compensation 
Act so that female firefighters who get ovarian or cervical cancer on the job will 
qualify for benefits. 
 
Firefighters are 6 times more likely than the general population to be 
diagnosed with cancer, says Craig Macdonald of the Alberto Fire Fighters 
Association. By adding female reproductive cancers to the benefit eligibility 
they will make Alberto a leader in helping to protect firefighters. The 
minimum exposure period for the female specific cancers will be 10 years. 
 
As well, the minimum exposure for testicular cancer will be dropped from 20 
years to 10. 
 
 
 NORTH REGION MEETING 
 
The FFSHC North East Region had 
their quarterly Meeting hosted by 
Clay County Fire/Rescue.  The 
speaker, Michael Clelland, Esq. 
educated representatives from all 
over our region on the ins and outs of 
Florida’s Heart & Lung Bill.  We are 
looking forward to our next quarterly 
meeting hosted by Alachua County. 
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SB 394 
 
The bill which requires firefighters to 
receive training related to cancer and 
mental wellness risks was voted 
favorably and placed on the calendar 
for second reading. 
 
 

SB 376 
 
The bill which provides mental 
wellness benefits for first responders is 
now on the committee agenda in 
Appropriations. 
 
 

 
SURVIVING THE FIRE SERVICE 
 
Departments from all over the state and some from as far away as California 
attended The 2nd Annual Surviving the Fire Service conference was held February 
27, 2018 at Nova Southeastern University. This timely conferenced had noted 
speakers presenting critical information on firefighter cancer prevention, 
firefighter heart disease, Parkland shooting response and recovery, and mental 
health issues facing the fire service. There were many key points and take aways 
that will attendees can utilize to make their workplace safer and healthier. It was 
an excellent event that was enhanced by the exhibitors, sponsor lunch and Local 
4321 social event. A special thanks to Chief Ed Piderman and Chief Todd LeDuc 
for organizing this annual seminar that benefits so many first responders.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Remember to follow us on Facebook and Instagram @floridafirefightetsafety  
 
Visit us on Twitter @floridaFFsafety 
 
Visit  our website at www.floridafirefightersafety.org 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 
HEALTH & FITNESS 
 
On March 13 & 14 our Health & Fitness Team will be hosting a 2 day fitness 
workshop in a collaborative effort with U Health and EXOS Human 
Performance. Firefighters from the South Florida region will be participating 
in a dynamic, Firefighter educational and hands-on workshop. 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

ST PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – STATE FACE TEAM 
MARCH 
 
On Saturday March 17th we are inviting all fire service personnel to march with 
us in Class A uniform or wear a shirt that is specific in nature to the fallen FF, 
family members may wear comfortable clothes celebrating their fallen FF or St 
Patrick’s Day attire. Marchers should bring a personal item (poster, photo, fire 
boot) to carry on the parade route to pay tribute to a fire service person who is 
battling cancer or who passed away from cancer. Family and friends of those to 
be remembered are welcome to attend, please contact Vicki Sheppard at 
vsheppard@floridafirefightersafety.org if you are interested or would like to 
additional information. 
 


