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AMAZON SMILES DONATES TO FFSHC 
 
Remember when you are doing your holiday shopping that when you shop at AmazonSmile 
they will donate a portion of your purchases directly to Florida Firefighters Safety and 
Health Collaborative. Please select our Collaborative from the Charity Lists in the 
Amazon Shopping app on their mobile phones. You can also continue to shop your lists 
at smile.amazon.com on desktop or mobile web browsers. 
 

FFSHC & SYLVESTER COMPREHENSIVE 
CANCER CENTER 
 
Our organization founded the State FACE Team 3 years ago. We 
were honored to be featured by Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer 
Center and the Miami Dolphins. This collaborative video features 
Dr. Erin Kobetz, cancer survivor and their Firefighter Cancer 
Initiative. 
 
Our partnership with Sylvester has helped to move the firefighter 
cancer prevention statewide and beyond. Also a thank you to David 
Sutta Photography, LLC for an amazing video. 
 
Check out the video: 
https://facesofthedcc.com/face/erin-
kobetz/?fbclid=IwAR3TqzF6LIBKZvxqY3eYAnxuGKV9HCQq9cd
CIA6M4UdjAMkzKRjZm3r_FA8  
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FFSHC LOGO APPAREL IS NOW AVAILABLE 
 
New FFSHC logo apparel is available on our website – everything from T shirts, 
women’s tanks, hats, polos and oxford shirts. Check us out and help support our 
mission. 
 

www.floridafirefightersafety.org 

CHIEF JULIE DOWNEY WINS NATIONAL 
AWARD 
 
Congratulations to Fire Chief Julie Downey for being 
awarded the 2020 Alan Brunacini Fire Service Executive 
Safety Award by the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs’ Safety, Health & Survival Section. This award is 
presented to a chief executive officer of a fire department 
who has demonstrated a unique commitment to fire 
service health and safety.  
 
Chief Downey was nominated by her command staff for 
her direction and leadership in all areas of improving 
firefighter health and safety, including mental health 
resiliency, cancer prevention strategies and studies with 
the University of Miami, tactical medicine with RTF 
response, best practices for infectious disease exposure 
reduction, vehicle safety changes and for her many other 
areas of health and safety leadership approaches.  
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UNITED WAY – DID YOU KNOW 
 
As you establish your annual contributions to the 
United Way for 2019 – why not select the Florida 
Firefighters Safety and Health Collaborative to be 
the recipient of your United Way contributions? 
 
Contact Vicki Sheppard if you have any questions 
or need assistance. 
vsheppard@floridafirefightersafety.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL REALITY TRAINING IN THE FIRE SERVICE 
  
Five Bugles Institute is conducting research to identify the value and applicability of 
Virtual Reality (VR) training in today's fire service environment.  We recognize various 
types of cancer as a primary threat to the health and safety of fire service personnel as 
well as the decreased existing opportunities for firefighting activities in the training 
and emergency response environments.  We are exploring project concepts for future 
instructor-facilitated programs in order to help increase confidence in skills 
application without increasing the risk of cancer. 
 
Your assistance in providing feedback by taking this short survey is greatly 
appreciated.  Please click HERE or go to 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3KBMYGW to take this survey. 
 

2020 F.I.E.R.O. Webinar Series  
 
Be sure to check their website for monthly webinars: 

https://www.eventsquid.com/event.cfm?id=10502 
 
12/7 - Decon Now-Designing Hot Zone Transitions 
12/21 - Vehicle Exhaust Extraction Systems 101 - What You Really Need to Know 
 
 

FFSHC FAMILY CAREGIVER CONNECTION 
 
Remember to check our social media and website to get connected for our monthly 
podcast hosted by Michelle Fayed with various guest speakers – all on stress-related 
subjects. Special thanks to Dr. Kellie O’Dare for her last podcast on First Responder and 
Holiday Stress. 
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REGISTER FOR THE FFCA FREE VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 
 
Click this link to register: https://ffca.swoogo.com/safety2020/begin 
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FIRST RESPONDER SURVEY 
 
The survey for the First Responders and Emergency Mgmt. personnel now has 2340 
respondents. 
The survey will be open until Nov. 20th. 
http://myflfamiliessamh.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dgVl7vOk7OtvQIl 
  
We are still seeking more participation in  
Fire, 911, Hospital personnel. If you know people in these industries, please share 
the link and information with them. 
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